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BUILDING 
OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR BUSINESS 
CREATION 
AND GROWTH
Small businesses play 
a vital economic role 
throughout Philadelphia. 
Accelerating growth 
for these businesses 
is possible with 
improvements to their 
ease of doing business, 
access to capital and 
economic diversity.

Ease of Doing Business 
Through enacting smarter permitting 
and creating a more customer- 
based approach, the ease of doing 
business in the city can improve  
and encourage economic growth.

Access to Capital 
Developing new sources of 
investment capital for Philadelphia 
businesses is important for their 
continued prosperity.

Economic Diversity 
Economic diversity is a strength  
in successful cities and more  
can be done to expand growth 
opportunities for minority-, women- 
and disabled-owned businesses.

REVITALIZING 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
ECONOMIES
Neighborhoods can 
continue to be a source 
of vibrant economic 
growth with sustained 
investment in neighborhood 
commercial corridors and 
business improvement 
services, by supporting 
immigrants who are  
driving economic growth 
and through addressing 
issues of poverty that  
are a barrier to growth.

DEVELOPING 
A TRAINED 
AND EDUCATED 
WORKFORCE
The quality of  
public education is 
a citywide concern, 
and Philadelphians 
are troubled by the 
performance of their 
neighborhood schools 
and the opportunity  
for their children to 
attend a high school  
that puts them on a  
path toward a career.

PreK-12 Education 
Available academic data shows 
that investments in early childhood 
education lead to improvement in 
student performance at each stage 
of educational development. 

Industry Needs 
Local educational institutions must 
develop and support curriculums 
that closely correspond to future 
employment and industry needs.

Talent Pipeline 
Philadelphia’s world-class higher 
educational institutions are a  
critical part of the city’s economic 
engine and must meet the needs  
of employers. 

LEVERAGING OUR
INFRASTRUCTURE
Leveraging and 
supporting our assets, 
like public transportation, 
road and railways, ports, 
bridges, and airports, 
significantly contributes 
to the city’s economic 
competitiveness in 
the region, across the 
country, and around  
the world. 

Philadelphia  
International Airport 
Continued support of strategic 
upgrades to the airport’s operational 
efficiency is necessary to meet 
future air service needs.

Port of Philadelphia 
The Port of Philadelphia  
has underdeveloped land that 
represents untapped opportunities 
for increased international trade  
and job creation.

Energy and Manufacturing 
Expanding the supply of energy 
sources can spur a resurgence of 
petrochemical and manufacturing 
economic activity leading to new 
high-paying jobs.

Commercial Corridors  
Commercial corridors form 
the economic center of many 
communities, and citizens seek 
improved services in these corridors 
to generate economic activity and 
more jobs for local residents.

Immigration  
Immigrants are an important source 
of entrepreneurial activity and 
economic growth; spurring business 
and job creation in neighborhoods.

Poverty  
Among the highest in the country 
and concentrated in certain 
Philadelphia neighborhoods, the 
city’s poverty rate remains an 
obstacle to economic growth.
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YOU CAN HELP US SHAPE THE ROADMAP CONVERSATION ONLINE:
 #PhillyRoadmap • @phillychamber • RoadmapForGrowth.com

The Roadmap for Growth is a multi-year initiative to engage Mayor Jim Kenney and City Council  
in a shared agenda to promote economic growth and job creation in the City of Philadelphia.
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More than 250 Commercial Corridors operate as individual 
main streets throughout the city. Immigrants represent 
28% of these neighborhood “Main Street” business owners.

The Port of Philadelphia saw a 9% increase 
in cargo from 2014 to 2015 and has $1.8 million 
in economic impact due to international trade.

Expanded PreK opportunities for 
children in Philadelphia will put 
them on a path for future success.

The Ease of Doing Business in the 
city can improve if we streamline the 
labyrinth of city government and apply 
a customer-based approach to service.

The Philadelphia International Airport is 
a major economic engine for the city and 
region, with $14.4 billion in economic impact 
and serving 31 million passengers each year.

The city’s High School Graduation rate 
has risen since 2008 but Philadelphia 
lags behind the statewide 86% average.
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Since 2010 over 13,000 jobs were added in 
hospitals. We need to better align the Talent 
Pipeline to support these Industry Needs.

15 Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) provide 
services such as security, sanitation, business 
promotion, landscaping, lighting and signage.

Philadelphia’s proximity to an untapped natural 
gas supply provides it with the potential for 
significant job growth and new business 
attraction in Energy and Manufacturing.

Economic Diversity can be enhanced by 
expanding opportunities to do business 
with the city. In 2014, 29.4% of city contracts 
were awarded to M/W/DSBE businesses.
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Access to Capital is limited with the Philadelphia region 
attracting only 1% of venture capital in the nation while 
over 70% goes to Silicon Valley, New York and Boston.

Philadelphia’s high Poverty rate of 26.3% 
remains an obstacle to providing economic 
opportunity to every Philadelphian.
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