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Fueled by a national waterfront development trend, the
Schuylkill River Development Corporation (SRDC) has
assembled a regional partnership to position the 
Schuylkill River as a powerful, new regional development 
tool. As waterfront revitalization efforts in cities such as
Milwaukee, New York, Baltimore, Boston, Washington 
D.C., and Providence have economically stimulated 
underutilized metropolitan areas...

Click here to read the full article.

Sabre Systems can help your company achieve the seven key steps to generate publicity for 
your organization. 

Click here to read the full article.

Akcelerant Infrastructure is helping small to midsize businesses develop stable computer 
networks, while improving fiscal fitness. 

Click here to read the full article.

Capitalize on Face-to-Face Marketing
Aqua America Chairman & CEO Honored with William Penn Award 
Delaware County Visited, Look Ahead to Philadelphia
Connection to Large Procurement 
Apply for the 2006 Paradigm Scholarship 
Member-to-Member Restaurant Deals
Region on the Rise
Latin Business Opportunities
Map the Region’s Connectors
Delaware Valley Regional Chili Cook-Off
Affinity Program: Office Depot

Executive Summary
New Members
Member News! Read the latest news releases submitted by members, for members.
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Advertise!
Submit an Article!
Host, Boast & Post!

Corporate Cares recognizes Computer Recycler of Eastern PA which believes that
community involvement is essential to regional success.

Companies Hearing the Call
Managing a World Class Tube for a World Class City
2006 Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival of Greater Philadelphia
YPN 10th Anniversary Celebration

Let us know what you're reading. Using the navigation tabs at the top of your screen instead of the 
back button lets us know what you're reading, so we can ultimately give you more of what you want.

Unsubscribe / Testimonials / Article Submission / Archives / Advertising

Comments / About Us / Disclaimer / Member Directory

Visit us on the web at: www.greaterphilachamber.com

Copyright 2006. Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. All rights 
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Seven Key Steps to Generate Publicity for Your Organization
Presented by Christina M. Agresti

Step 1: Determine your Target 

Make a list of all the publications in your target market area. These will most likely be 
newspapers, such as weekly newspapers, daily newspapers, regional business journals, free 
about-town advertising fliers and chamber of commerce newsletters. Only use national 
publications unless you have a dynamite national story or you have a connection at a national 
publication. Next, determine the radio and television stations in your target market area. 
This includes AM, FM, public radio, college radio stations, etc. 

Step 2: Develop a Database of Contacts 

From each of the publications, determine where your news or announcement would best fit. 
Once you have done this, find out who the primary editor or reporter is for this part of the 
publication. Sometimes this is a feature editor, a feature reporter, a pool reporter or the 
managing editor. Do not send your press release to anybody and everybody at a particular 
publication. Do the same thing for radio and TV producers: Find out who assigns the news to 
reporters. Find out who edits the on-air news. 

Step 3: Determine what PR Story you want to Communicate 

Brainstorm PR topics. Are you making an announcement, communicating a change, stating 
an opinion or revealing a finding? Do you have a local angle to a national story? Is your 
information newsworthy and not promotionally slanted? All you need is 12 topics to average 
one press release per month for one year. However, don't let this schedule stop you from 
reporting news when it happens or making an announcement. 

Step 4: Write the Press Release 

A one-page press release that opens with who, what, where, when and why will make editors 
happy and increase your probability of getting into their publication. Include some background 
information, a quote from you or another senior leader in the organization and the contact 
information. That's all there is to a press release. It doesn't have to be a long thesis. It 
doesn't have to have every single detail in it. If the reporter wants to do more of a story, he 
or she will call to develop further. 

Step 5: Send your Press Release 

Some editors prefer faxed press releases, yet there is a growing trend toward receiving them 
by e-mail. Very rarely are press releases snail-mailed; however, some still are when photos 
are part of the release. Finding out your editor's, reporter's or producer's preference will 
increase your chance of publicity. 

Step 6: Maximize your Press Release 

Because of the sheer number of press releases generated, they cannot all be published. Don't 
let this stop you from issuing the release and trying to generate publicity. There are other 
things you can do with press releases. You can post them on your company Web site or in the 
media room area and weave into marketing collateral. You can use them as direct-mail 
pieces to customers and prospects. You can use them as handouts on sales calls or put them 
on the other side of your fliers. Use your imagination here, and you will be surprised at the 
unique ways you have to generate publicity and ultimately create buzz about you and/or your 
organization. 

Step 7: Foster relationships with editors, reporters & producers 

The more relationships you have with your targeted publications, the increased likelihood you 
have of getting publicity. The time to do this is not when you have a breaking news story. 
Take your time and spread out your efforts. Then when you do have breaking news or 
blockbuster story, you'll know who to contact directly and quickly for the biggest PR impact. 
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Christina M. Agresti is Creative Services Group Director for Sabre Systems. You can contact her 
about generating publicity for your company at (877) 722-7379 x 255 or cagresti@sabresystems. 

Acronymonius – Is The Alphabet Driving Us Mad?
Presented by Bryan L. Ramona

To quote a line from a favorite B movie character, Dr. Buckaroo Banzai, “Wherever you go,
there you are.”  Where is there?  Right in the middle of a huge bowl of alphabet soup!

Communication often now is a series of connected letters.  We are busy, time is at a
premium, and saving three seconds to type full words seems to not faze us.

Where did it start?  I found what some call the first acronym going back to biblical times,
“tanakh” from the Hebrew Bible - short for Torah, Nevi’im K’tuvim (go find the meaning
yourself!).  I am not sure of the source of the rapid acceleration of “acronym-itis”, but it may
be the military, as they have embraced them for decades.  You may recognize some like AA
(Anti-Aircraft, not that AA!), ASAP (yep, they coined it), POW, AWOL and MIA. Not to 
mention SNAFU and FUBAR, with, um, off-color meanings.  Even now, we hear about WMD,
IED and RPG in Iraq on the news almost daily. 

Maybe the most famous acronym was coined over 100 years ago.  Samuel Morse invented his
famous code, and chose “SOS” as the standard for a distress call.  Ironically, this acronym
doesn’t stand for anything!  It was chosen since it was easy to transmit the combinations of
dots and dashes.  But SOS today has been hijacked by tons of people and groups.  There is a
list of definitions for over 100 alternatives to the mythical SOS, once thought to have meant
“Save Our Ships”.  Now, it could be anything from “Swedish Obese Subjects”, “Spawn of
Satan” (I dated her once) to a more common usage; politely put “Same Old… Stuff.” 

I even came across a scary example of this short-cut obsession: TLA, or “three letter
acronym”.  An acronym of acronyms... OY!

We’re inundated by these blasts of abbreviations nearly from birth.  As kids, our parents are
in the PTA and think we have ADD.  We play baseball and worry about our RBI and ERA.  We
get injured and have to get an MRI on our ACL. When we get the bill, we might need an EKG! 
We have so heavily made letter groups common dialect that we ought to have our heads
examined, getting an EEG, or maybe just measure our IQ.

Now our children have joined the devolution.  They IM each other on their PC that they are
LOL, will BRB, or when leaving shout TTFN or L8R.  They return from RL to cheers of WB, or
LTNS, while some are ROTF.  Some are QT PPL, many give TMI.

Who’s to blame?  Many point to the computer revolution and the Internet.  I am an IT
consultant; I guess we’re part of the problem too!  But we are not the enemy.  We want to
get you the answers without getting bogged down in the jargon.  My company, Akcelerant
Infrastructure Solutions,  simply helps small and midsize businesses develop stable
computer networks, institute top-flight security solutions, filter spam, initiate strategic
projects and more, while improving fiscal fitness – they spend less money! Sorry for the
shameless plug… but after all that work I deserve one!  Someday this will be how many of
us close our speeches…TY! IIRC WYSIWYG; OTOH JIC IC YABA. FWIW KISS! BCNU… OK?

Bryan Ramona, Account Executive for Akcelerant Infrastructure Solutions, has been in technology 
sales since 1991.  Akcelerant is a specialist in providing IT solutions and services with an
engineering-focused staff of highly-trained personnel with credentials from Microsoft, Cisco, Citrix, 
APC, SonicWALL, Vantage Communications, Venali Internet Faxing and more.  AIS has a solid
reputation for contracted network support, open project design and implementation, hosted spam 
filtering, colocation, Web development and hosting, and beyond.  For more information please visit
http://infrastructure.akcelerant.com, call Bryan at (610) 232-2851 or email 
bramona@akcelerant.com. 

Submit to Business Savvy! Do you have an expert opinion concerning prominent business issues? 
If so, click here and share your wisdom with the regional business community 
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A Vision of Waterfront Revitalization

Fueled by a national waterfront development trend, the Schuylkill River Development 
Corporation (SRDC) has assembled a regional partnership to position the Schuylkill River as a 
powerful, new regional development tool. As waterfront revitalization efforts in cities such as 
Milwaukee , New York , Baltimore , Boston , Washington D.C. , and Providence have 
economically stimulated underutilized metropolitan areas, the SRDC has a bold vision to 
integrate the tidal Schuylkill River back into Philadelphia 's urban fabric.

The SRDC and its corporate, governmental, and community partners plan to reintroduce the 
Schuylkill into the community and economic lifeline of the region. Their collective vision for 
riverfront development include c onnecting the region's business and academic centers, 
linking the growing residential communities of Center City and University City, capitalizing on 
a dense transportation infrastructure, reconnecting neighborhoods to the river, and creating 
new economic development opportunities for the city, region and Commonwealth.

Four key elements drive SRDC's endeavor to build a brand through planned investment and 
inventive projects along the eight miles of river. The partnership plans to employ the four 
universities, three hospitals and the health care industry, the central business district, 27 
neighborhoods, four National Historic Landmarks, and 15 bridges/ mass-transit connections 
to: 

•  Improve Riverfront Access and Connections—Trails, Dock System, Community     Access

•  Create New Riverfront Attractions and Destinations

•  Encourage Market Driven Development: Public and Private Investments

•  Improve Physical Conditions and Brownfield Site Reuse

Residential investments of $253 million, River Park and Trail of $15 million, 30th Street 
Station of $58 million, the Cira Centre of $200 million, and WXPN/World Café Live of $15
million have already reached completion. Several projects recently underway, with an 
investment of $632 million, will be incorporated with an additional $1.76 billion to eventually 
reach the $2.6 billion potential development impact.

“The improvements to date along the Schuylkill Banks – the beautiful park and trail, the
docks, and new programs – lay the groundwork for even more dramatic and positive changes
to come.  The SRDC partnership is thrilled to be a part of the region's waterfront renaissance”
said Jerry Sweeney, President & CEO, Brandywine Realty Trust.

The SRDC expects a successful regional impact including: 

• Economic Development 

– Facilitate private development and attract private sector investments
– Enhance Public/Private collaboration
– Retain graduates and knowledge-based workers

• Tourism and Recreation 

– Promote a riverfront destination
– Create greenways, parks, and a trail system with local and regional linkages

• Building and Preserving Communities 

– Direct capital toward building communities
– Enhance quality of life through new recreational amenities

From 2002 to 2006, major contributors SRDC Board, the William Penn Foundation, the City of 
Philadelphia, the Commonwealth of PA, regional corporations and federal representatives and 
agencies contributed public and private funds of $16.5 million.
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Capitalize on Face-to-Face Marketing

Save time and money, read your customers, measure their interest level immediately and in 
turn, sell immediately. In an age of e-mails, video-conferencing and voice mails, face-to-face 
marketing provides the same amount of leads in a much shorter time frame. This year the 
Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce has introduced two new events: The Marketplace 
and the Procurement Expo & Conference. Each of these events will offer you the chance to put 
your face-to-face marketing skills to the test.

According to The Center for Exhibition Industry Research (CEIR), expo leads cost less than 
leads generated from more traditional prospecting methods, require fewer sales calls in the 
follow-up process, and cost half as much to close.

Successful expo results, however, depend on pre-show, at-show and post-show strategies.
You have to come prepared with specific goals, a clear message, an articulate and
enthusiastic staff, and an efficient follow-up plan. Before the show, decide on what your booth
should look like— leave enough room to conduct any demonstrations. As an attendee, visit
the expo's Web site and see what companies are scheduled to exhibit, research these
companies, and come prepared to discuss ways that your company can help their
organization meet their business goals.

Set your own goals before the expo- how many leads do you want to identify? How many
appointments do you want to secure? A plan of action will help you focus on the companies
and attendees that will best benefit your business. At the show, keep your goals in mind, and
most importantly use your time wisely. The average visit to a booth is three to five minutes.
Be prepared with questions that will not only engage, but also allow you to collect as much
information as you can in this short window of time. Select your booth staff carefully—make
sure they are knowledgeable and prepared for a long day! The expo is where you can
showcase your face-to face marketing skills, so use this opportunity to make a lasting
impression that might be lost through a phone call or e-mail.

After the show follow up immediately! Call the most serious prospects first, and contact all 
your leads within two or three weeks with a letter. After sending the letter, follow up again 
with a phone call. Continue to execute good sales techniques to further nurture the 
relationship you have established through your meeting at the show. With proper planning and 
follow-up, expos and the face-to-face marketing technique can provide your company with a 
tool to reach a large audience in a short time and cost-effective manner. Please visit 
www.greaterphilachamber.com to learn more about the Marketplace and the Procurement 
Expo & Conference, and how your company can use these events as a vehicle to employ the 
face-to-face marketing technique. 
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Aqua America Chairman & CEO Honored with William Penn Award 

The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce has selected has selected Nicholas 
DeBenedictis, Chairman & CEO, Aqua America, Inc. to receive the 2005 William Penn Award 
presented by Wachovia. The William Penn Award is the highest honor bestowed upon a 
businessperson in the Greater Philadelphia business community. Recipients are chosen for 
their outstanding contributions toward the betterment of the region, their professional 
accomplishments, their commitment to charity as well as to the community.

“It is a great honor to be selected as the recipient of the distinguished William Penn Award,”
Mr. DeBenedictis said. “My life is devoted to my family, my community and my work – all in
Greater Philadelphia, and I am inspired by this region. I am proud to be a part of Greater
Philadelphia's triumph as a growing, prosperous area.”

While building Aqua America to be recognized as the nation's largest U.S.-based, publicly 
traded water company, Mr. DeBenedictis has become equally prominent in political and civic 
circles for his efforts to make Greater Philadelphia a better place in which to live and conduct 
business. He is Chairman of the Philadelphia Convention & Visitors Bureau's (PCVB) Board of 
Directors and chaired Philadelphia Mayor John Street's 21 st Century Review Forum Regional 
Cooperation Committee.

Under Mr. DeBenedictis' leadership, Aqua America has grown to provide water and 
wastewater services to approximately 2.5 million residents in Pennsylvania , New Jersey , 
and 11 other states. Aqua America expanded its national footprint with a company record of 
30 acquisitions in 2005.

Mr. DeBenedictis will be honored at the William Penn Award Gala on Friday, April 21 at the 
Park Hyatt at the Bellevue . 
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Delaware County Visited, Look Ahead to Philadelphia

The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce (GPCC) and Wachovia, following the
leadership of GPCC's CEO Council for Growth, presented the “County Breakfast Series:
Advancing the Game Plan for Growth” to help power Delaware County , the fourth of eight
events at locations throughout Greater Philadelphia. As an essential partner for regional
growth, Delaware County can prosper from access to business advantages both as an
individual county and component of the entire region.

The Delaware County Breakfast allowed private businesses to identify the advantages of being 
located in the county, such as world-class medical facilities, predictability of cost, superior 
educational institutions, close proximity to the Philadelphia International Airport, a 
knowledgeable workforce, vivacious communities, and an infrastructure conducive to 
growth. Panelists explored the benefits of economic linkage to Greater Philadelphia and 
advocated for the region as a great place to locate a business.

“We need to feed off amenities from Delaware County and Center City Philadelphia,” said Mark
Eisenhardt, Senior Vice President, Leasing & Land Development, The Henderson Group. “We
have a great tax situation, which enables us to be just outside Philadelphia but work directly
with the airport. We even have great sporting teams. These are just some of the reasons why
companies chose to relocate to Delaware County.”

The panelists expressed apprehension about possible challenges facing Delaware County that 
may deter businesses from relocating to the area such as limited collaboration between the 
municipalities, unsatisfactory workman's compensation laws, lagging population growth, and 
the need to further utilize public transportation. Delaware County counts on the region's 
existing business residents to refer outside companies to the area, touting the benefits of 
running a company within the area and an economic linkage with the Greater Philadelphia 
region.

Delaware County economic development officials, business executives, and community 
leaders convened on Wednesday, January 25, 2006 at Widener University to explore ways to 
leverage the county's aggressive leadership and powerful business assets to help transform 
Greater Philadelphia into a top U.S. business location by 2010.

The County Breakfast Series will hold its next event in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

PHILADELPHIA COUNTY BREAKFAST
Wednesday, February 22 
8:00 - 10:00 a.m.

Loews Philadelphia Hotel
1200 Market Street
Philadelphia , PA

Featured Speakers Include
•  Thomas G. Morr, President & CEO, Select Greater Philadelphia
•  David L. Cohen, Executive Vice President, Comcast Corporation
•  Dick Hayne, CEO, Urban Outfitters, Inc.
•  John McNeill, President & CEO, Cancer Treatment Centers of America
•  Stephanie Naidoff, Director of Commerce, City of Philadelphia
•  Mark Vitner, Regional Economist, Wachovia
•  Tara L. Weiner, Managing Partner - Greater Philadelphia Region, Deloitte & Touche     LLP

Sponsored by: 

Co-sponsored by: 
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Attendance is free; pre-registration required.

For information about the upcoming County Breakfast in your area, visit 
greaterphilachamber.com/countybreakfast/ 
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Connection to Large Procurement

The GPCC Supplier Network series has amounted to success for many of our small-to-mid 
size business members as they network with Greater Philadelphia's leading corporations and 
compete for large bids.

March 2005 graduate Meredith Learn, Director of Marketing and Sales, Pro Sign Company 
recently secured a long-term signage contract with ACE INA, a Supplier Network Supporting 
Company. Pro Sign was also afforded the chance to compete for a multi-million dollar bidding 
opportunity with a second Supporting Company.

"The Supplier Network created excellent opportunities to work with significant corporations 
based in the city," Learn said. "For instance, listening and interacting during the sessions 
posed an opportunity to discuss mutual business interests with Mark Bender, Chief 
Administrative Officer from ACE INA. Follow-up communications with Mr. Bender and a 
presentation with his team identified several areas for Pro Sign Company's assistance, which 
ultimately resulted in a five-year Purchase Agreement. Since August, we have completed 
over 10 national sign projects for ACE and are presently working on wayfinding, ADA, interior 
and exterior signage for their new headquarters. We would have never developed a working 
relationship with ACE INA without the series."

Mark Bender, Senior Vice President and Chief Administrative Officer, ACE INA said: "The 
Supplier Network panel discussion allowed me to share my experiences with a large group of 
small business professionals, but the networking session was really where the tire met the 
pavement. Not only did I discover a wealth of small qualified vendors that are new to ACE, 
but when small business executives approached me to discuss their product or service during 
the session and I felt that they were the right fit, I could then introduce them to the 
appropriate senior staff at ACE. ACE is proud to support small businesses and help make the 
Supplier Network a success for the region."

Learn said that she not only developed working relationships with the Supporting Companies, 
but the contacts she made with other Supplier Network Members connected her with 
additional businesses opportunities.

Spring Series
Wednesdays at the Chamber
Sessions
8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
March 15, 22, 29 and April 5

Networking
8:00 – 11:00 a.m.
April 12  

For more information about the GPCC Supplier Network, please visit suppliernet.gpcc.com or 
call 215-790-3603.
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Apply for the 2006 Paradigm Scholarship 

The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce presents the Paradigm Award each March to 
a successful businesswoman whose exceptional professional and personal accomplishments 
serve as a model for success. Thanks to the generosity of corporate sponsorship, a portion of 
the charitable gift is donated to the Paradigm Scholars Program, which in 1994, evolved into 
the Paradigm Scholarship for Working Women. The merit scholarship is awarded annually to 
working women with high career aspirations who wish to complete their undergraduate 
degrees while working full-time. Winners receive up to $5,000 that must be used for tuition 
and/or books within a two-year period. 

Employees of Chamber members who do not already provide tuition reimbursement are 
invited to apply and new requirements this year allow applicants whose employers provide 
partial tuition reimbursement to also apply for the Paradigm Scholarship for Working Women 
as well. A copy of the employer's tuition reimbursement policy must be included with the 
applicant's submission.

Applicants for the Paradigm Scholarship for Working Women must meet the following 
criteria:

Be a full-time employee—working at least 30 hours per week for a Greater Philadelphia
Chamber of Commerce member company within the region
Have completed at least one full year of college at a two or four year accredited institution 
and have a minimum of five years work experience 
Hold an exemplary work record 
Submit an official copy of her college transcript 
Submit two letters of recommendation including one from her current employer 
Submit a 200-word essay on why she should be selected as a recipient of the Paradigm 
Scholarship for Working Women 

The deadline for applications is February 9, 2006. Scholarship recipients will be selected in 
February and recognized at the Paradigm luncheon on March 16. Interested women may apply 
online at www.greaterphilachamber.com/paradigmaward or may call 215-790-3766 to have a 
hard copy application delivered. 

Paradigm Award
Thursday, March 16, 2006 
11:30 a.m. Reception 
12:00 p.m. Luncheon

Crystal Tea Room 
The Wanamaker Building 
100 Penn Square East 
Philadelphia

To attend the Paradigm Award Luncheon or for more information, please visit 
greaterphilachamber.com or call 215-790-3766. 
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Member-to-Member Restaurant Deals

Many of Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce members are readily participating in 
Center City Restaurant Week (CCRW) from February 19-24, 2006, but more than a dozen 
offer year-long discounts to other Chamber members. City Tavern, Karma Restaurant and 
Bar, Ruth's Chris Steak House, and Shula's Steak House offer deals in the 
Member-to-Member Discount Book and more are added each month.

Please visit greaterphilachamber.com and click on Member-to-Member Discount Book for the 
most up-to-date deals on everything from arts and entertainment to transportation. 
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Region on the Rise: A Construction and Development Summit

As the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce partners with the General Building 
Contractors Association for a second year, we have assembled industry experts in the 
regional construction, real estate, design and engineering communities to reveal their 
insights on the critical topics in 2006. Amidst the informative panel discussion, breakout 
sessions and the new interactive, rapid-fire session with two noted regional and national 
figures, we incorporate opportunities to network with industry colleagues and build your 
business. Join your peers as industry experts and visionaries convene to discuss and inform 
the audience about important topics affecting the development and construction 
communities.

Explore topics such as: 

CAUGHT IN THE CROSSFIRE: Managing Conflict in Design and Construction
Working with Minority Contractors 
Emerging Products & Tools for Design
Green Building: Constructing an Environmentally Sound Structure 
Risk Management & Crisis Planning: How to Handle a Construction Emergency 
Deconstructing the Region in 30 Minutes

Wednesday, March 1, 2006
7:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Grand Ballroom
Hyatt Regency Philadelphia At Penn’s Landing
201 S. Christopher Columbus Blvd.
Philadelphia, PA

For more information and agenda and tabletop updates, visit www.gpcc.com/construction

or contact Megaera Harris at 215-790-3607 or mharris@greaterphilachamber.com.

Presented in partnership by (GPCC logo) (GBCA logo)

Sponsored by (logos):

Amerigas, brandywine, novacare, pennoni, saule ewing, shoemaker, td banknorth
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Latin Business Opportunities 

The World Trade Center of Greater Philadelphia (WTCGP) is presenting the third annual Global
Business Outlook Conference “Increasing Global Profitability: Applications in Latin America.”
The WTCGP will introduce its Latin American Trade Development Program. Representatives
from the government and the private sectors in Latin America, and U.S. government
agencies and private companies will discuss the political and business outlook in the
Americas and explore ways to become successful in these markets.

Click here to access the invitation and register for the conference. 
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Map the Region’s Connectors

LEADERSHIP Philadelphia is launching a ground-breaking initiative to identify and map the
region’s connectors – the leaders next door. We want to make this as inclusive as possible.
We are asking for your help in getting the word out to as many Philadelphia area residents as
possible.

This project asks Philadelphia-area residents to imagine assembling a team of the best local
people they personally know and trust, to help ensure that Philadelphia wins a hypothetical
contest called, “The World’s Greatest Place.” (This is all about getting people to envision the
future of Philadelphia!)  Participants are contacted by email and asked to nominate the
leaders next door by visiting LEADERSHIP Philadelphia’s Web site and answering seven
questions, and by providing email addresses and phone numbers for the people they
nominate. Those nominated people will in turn be contacted and asked to do exactly the same
thing, and so on.

The deadline for participation in this project is March 3, 2006. On that date, state-of-the-art
software (designed and managed by Netform, Inc.) will sort through the names submitted
and, using a series of complex mathematical algorithms, create a “map” of the 100 most
connected leaders within the area. Call to Action: You can help by completing the survey at
http://connectors.netform.com/philadelphia and by forwarding this survey on to other 
people.
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Delaware Valley Regional Chili Cook-Off

Delaware Valley Regional Chili Cook-Off & Festival promises to be a day full of chili, prizes,
and entertainment. This family-oriented chili cook-off festival, sanctioned by the International
Chili Society, is expecting nearly 6,000 attendees. A portion of the proceeds will be donated
to the Boys and Girls Club of Gloucester County and People for People of Gloucester County.
The festival welcomes Bill “EL Wingador” Simmon, Erica Scanlon, Former Miss New Jersey,
and musical acts every hour. Chief Judge Dave Lorenz will judge the red and green chili based
on taste, consistency, aroma, color, and bite, with prizes as high as $1,200 for first place
traditional red chili.

April 29, 2006
11:00a.m. -5:00p.m.
4-H Fairgrounds
Bridgeton Pike
Mullica Hill , NJ 08062

Click here to view the invitation or for more information please contact Rhone Carr at 
856-384-2655.
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Membership Advantages- Chamber "Affinity Programs"

The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce offers its members an exclusive opportunity 
to enroll in the Office Depot Savings Program. It's a chance for small business owners to 
save on office supplies and equipment. Inquire about the Office Depot Program as well as its 
brand new In-Store Purchasing Card today! Log onto greaterphilachamber.com/depot.asp for 
more information 

If you have a question on the Chamber’s Affinity Programs please contact
thairstonmayo@greaterphilachamber.com.

 

The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce is well known for its signature events, its
public advocacy, and its economy-building efforts. But to a great number of regional
companies, the Chamber’s “Affinity Programs” are among the most valued benefits of their
Chamber membership.

Spotlight Event:

2006 Office Depot Success Strategies for Businesswomen Conference

March 26-28, 2006
Connecting for Growth, Innovation and Inspiration.

This conference creates an incomparable environment where women in business come
together to gain practical knowledge, build relationships and draw inspiration from some of 
the nation's most distinguished business leaders. Since its inception in 2001, Success 
Strategies for Businesswomen has quickly established itself as a premier women's business 
conference. We hope that you will register today and join us to exchange ideas and solutions 
to grow your business.

For more information, please visit: officedepot.com/links/womeninbiz.
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Executive Summary

As the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce continues its efforts to make our region a 
better place for business, we are dedicated to providing opportunity for our members to meet 
with elected officials to discuss issues of importance to the region. In the next few months, 
the Chamber will be holding receptions that allow members to meet with elected officials and 
their staff members in informal settings. 

In December, the Chamber welcomed members of our regional Congressional Delegation to 
the annual reception in Philadelphia. Nearly 400 business leaders took the opportunity to 
thank the Delegation for their work on behalf of the region and to address important matters.
On February 23, we will hold a luncheon for the staffs of our Congressional Delegation as
often, Congressional staff serves as the first line of contact and are helpful in providing and 
relaying information to the Chamber, as well as businesses and individuals. 

The Chamber will also salute members of Philadelphia City Council at an event on Thursday, 
March 30 at PNC Bank. This spring, City Council will again address business privilege tax 
reductions and other issues that the Chamber has championed such as banning smoking in 
public places. 

Finally, the Chamber will join the Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce, the Greater 
Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce, and the Pennsylvania Roundtable for a reception for our 
State Legislators and officials in the Rendell Administration on April 3 in Harrisburg. The 
Legislative Reception not only gives the business community the chance to speak 
face-to-face with elected officials, but the event also is an excellent networking opportunity 
for executives to meet their peers from around the Commonwealth. 

These events, with strong participation from Chamber members, demonstrate the unity of 
the Greater Philadelphia business community and are impressive to elected officials, who 
appreciate the business community concern and involvement in legislative issues. 
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Member News

Action International

AKCELERANT TEAMS WITH MICROSOFT

Artisan Furniture by Bill Kreider and Richard Dunbrack featured at American Pie/ABODE 
February 18-19

After Unprecedented Online Growth, Mitchell & Ness Renews Agreement with DMi Partners 

The New $10 Note: Do You Know Your Money?

James F. McCormick Named Managing Director of Griffin Financial Group LLC 

TWO NEW MEMBERS ELECTED TO THE GWYNEDD-MERCY COLLEGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MTM LinguaSoft presents "Including the World in your Wide Web", an informational session

Lutheran Settlement House Seeks Nominations for Second Annual “Women of Courage:
Women of Inspiration” Awards

MCA Solutions Introduces SPO™ 5.1

MONEY MAILER OPENS THE ENVELOPE WITH LATEST FRANCHISE LOCATION SERVING 
PHILADELPHIA 

PhillyUnions.com and The Philadelphia Council AFL-CIO Launch Vendor Screening, 
Certification and Marketing Program 

David Dickson is Named District Director of SBA’s Philadelphia District Office

SP&O To Design Graphics For Arthur Ashe Youth Tennis Center

Stevens & Lee Names Seven New Shareholders 

Pennsylvania Insurance Department Chief Counsel to Rejoin Stradley Ronon

Guidelines:

1. Submitted materials must be recent corporate information, such as news releases about job
openings, upcoming events, recent accomplishments, programs or initiatives or materials of a 
similar nature. The submitted material can in no way prove detrimental or defamatory to other 
Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce member companies or to the Chamber itself. The 
submission should not be an advertisement.
2. Materials will be submitted to bkahora@philachamber.com for approval by the GPCC editorial 
committee before being posted online.
3. Only one submission per company may be offered for posting each month and will be removed
once that month has expired. Companies are encouraged to submit new, relevant material each 
month.
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New Members

Please join us in welcoming our New Members to the Chamber. New Members mean new 
contacts, new member-to-member discounts, and potential new business. Be sure to check 
out who joined this month* and every month and help support your fellow members.

Check out who joined this month!

Anderson Kill & Olick, P.C.

Around The Clock Home Healthcare

Baldt, Inc

Big Shred LLC

Carol For Heart, Inc.

Cetra Core Management Inc.

Cornwells Construction Company Inc.

CruiseOne

Eagle School Abstract Company

Edge Product Development Corp.

First Prudential Mortgage Services Inc.

Flaster Greenberg P.C.

Gray Consulting International Meetings & 

Incentives

Hans R. Nelson/dba Fisherman 

Entertainment

Jackson Cross Partners

Julie Cardinale Ken Cirka, D.M.D.

K-Plex Security Services, LLC 

 

Liao Collection

LRW Solutions Group, Inc.

Maguire Group Inc.

Marc Coleman Design L.L.C.

Martin Trauma Associates

Matrix Constructors, LLC

Modern Equipment Sales & Rental Co.

National Penn Bank

Pen At Work, LLC

Philadelphia Distilling

Quest Diagnostics, Inc.

Raymond W. Holman, Jr. Photography

Singularity Design

Tachikazi Teamworks

Thackray Crane Rental, Inc.

The Cove Counseling Group Inc.

Time Captured

Veteran Construction Services Inc.
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The Chamber has more than 5,500 members representing every industry. Check out some of 
your colleagues.

*Members are pulled on a monthly basis on the 15th of each month. If your company joined after
the 28th, you will be featured in next month’s issue.

**Featured members are selected by the GPCC News editorial staff.
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Finding a Place for Electronic Waste

Ezpcrecycling.com is based on an advanced business model, which is unique with the 
recycling industry. This model allows us to extract value from what otherwise would be 
regarded as pure waste stream, thereby allowing us to return value to our business partners 
and customers. As such, we do not typically charge to collect unwanted electronic waste. 

Our objectives are to raise awareness that electronic waste has value, and that there is no 
need for the citizens to bear the burden of having tax dollars used to recycle electronic
waste. 

We are a zero landfill company. We go to extraordinary lengths to ensure that every pound of 
material we collect is either reused or recycled. 

•Eliminate the cost of disposing of electronic waste
•Save taxpayer dollars
•Recycled or reuse more than 99.5 percent of the electronic waste collected,   assuring
environmentally friendly disposition of e-waste

Wherever possible, we reuse, refurbish and repair all items we collect. This requires a 
thorough and sophisticated sorting operation, which attempts to identify operational value 
over and above the pure commodity value of the underlying material. 

Recycling Methods: 

• Reuse.  We don’t throw anything away and all of our outputs are as uncontaminated as
possible in order to ensure that the materials can be reused.

• Repair.  If we are able to add value to an item through repair thereby extending its useful
life, then this is our priority. 

• Refurbish.  Even if a unit cannot be repaired, the component parts may be used to create a
completely refurbished unit or spare parts may be used in repair.

The methods we use are to achieve the above involve people rather than technology.  As our
business model involves adding value as opposed to destroying it, the material is continually 
tested and value judgments made which can only be truly executed by a trained person. 

The most important point from the above is that absolutely everything is sold at some point. 
Nothing is crushed or discarded.  This fact alone distinguishes Ezpcrecycling.com from other
waste haulers and recyclers.

Ezpcrecycling.com is a full recycler of E-waste with 4 years of operation in the industry.   We
are active members of the International Association of Electronics Recyclers (IAER) and are 
regular attendees at industry events.

Our customers range from Fortune 500 companies, such as Wells Fargo,

America West, Ping, Penske, JPMorganChase, United Airlines, Conagra, and cities such as 
Phoenix, Scottsdale, Champaign, Houston and Las Vegas.

Ezpcrecycling.com is overwhelmingly committed to refurbishing and reusing all materials. 
Our internal infrastructure makes this possible, which gives us a significant advantage over
the vast majority of recyclers.  We own a monitor repair facility.  In the event repair is not
possible, we own a monitor de-manufacturing facility, which reuses the parts.  In the same
manner, our wholly owned processing centers recycle televisions, PC’s, printers, and all
other classes of electronic waste.

Please contact Arthur Branecki at ABranecki@ezpcrecycling.com with any questions.

*If you know of a for-profit member involved with a community initiative or non-profit
organization that is looking to gain a little extra exposure, please have them send a two-paragraph 
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Companies Hearing the Call
Business On Call is a strategic partnership opportunity for companies and their 
employees

The Business On Call program of the Arts & Business Council of Greater Philadelphia provides 
arts and cultural organizations with business people who assist with hands-on, short-term 
volunteer assignments. You'll find Business On Call volunteers ushering at theatres and 
musical performances, helping at galas, gardening at historic sites, and much more.

The program is available to employees of sponsoring companies – companies that embrace
Business On Call as a unique program that:

Provides their employees with personal fulfillment by volunteering in the community 
Helps lend assistance to the arts – a vital part of a culturally rich region
Encourages camaraderie and morale among employees  

Participating employees receive Business On Call with enthusiasm – many describe
volunteering through the program as a positive, rewarding experience. Business On Call
volunteers enjoy new, interesting and educational opportunities, while being exposed to the
exciting arts and cultural scene in the region. Employees also have great fun with
co-workers, meet new colleagues, receive recognition for their civic contributions, and even
gain access to leadership opportunities.

What Program Sponsors Are Saying…

The program is only available to employees of sponsoring companies, which currently 
includes AstraZeneca, Beneficial Savings Bank, The Boeing Company, Commerce Bank, 
GlaxoSmithKline, Lockheed Martin Integrated Systems & Solutions, PNC Bank, and 
Wachovia. Many have been sponsors of the program year after year. Business On Call can 
stand alone, but can also be incorporated into company-administered volunteer programs.

“Though the Arts & Business Council, our employees have the opportunity to contribute their
personal time, expertise and effort to make a positive impact on our community.”

“Business On Call provides a great opportunity for our employees to be visible in the
community. It also offers fun and valuable experiences for our employees…It's a win/ win for
everyone involved.”

“Business On Call is an innovative employee volunteer program that enables companies like
ours to support a wide-range of regional arts and cultural institutions.”

An HR & PR Tool 

Business On Call is a great, timesaving human resources tool because the Council, not your 
company's staff, manages the program and works closely with company-appointed captains 
who facilitate employee involvement. There are arts and cultural venues in every corner of 
our region, so sponsoring companies can demonstrate care for our communities as corporate 
citizens and increase visibility of their goodwill.

Become a Sponsor 

If you want to offer this program to your employees, contact Virginia M. Maroun at 
215.790.3674 or vmaroun@artsandbusinessphila.org. To learn more about Business On Call, 
visit the Council's web site at http://www.artsandbusinessphila.org/boc/. 
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Managing a World Class Tube for a World Class City: Lessons from Philadelphia’s
Own

The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce and The British American Business Council 
are proud to host Tim O'Toole, Managing Director of the London Underground Railway 
system, who servered an 18-year tenure as a Philadelphia rail executive. Hours after London 
delivered its complex transportation management plan, instrumental in London 's successful 
bid for the 2010 Olympics, the world witnessed a series of disastrous bombings launched by a 
terrorist group that compromised the underground tubes. Hired to modernize the oldest and 
one of the largest subway systems in the world, Mr. O'Toole quickly effected lessons in 
leadership under immense pressure, crisis management, and unyielding courage in the face 
of international terrorism. 

Mr. O'Toole will share his trans-Atlantic insight and intimate perspective on major 
metropolitan transportation systems, and address issues of preparedness, security, and 
recovery efforts in an era of terrorist threats and increased surveillance. In addition, Mr. 
O'Toole will draw parallels between the Greater Philadelphia region and London, England, 
articulating the need for infrastructure management and contingency planning as Philadelphia 
embarks upon its own bid for the 2016 Olympics. 

Friday, March 17, 2006 
Registration and Networking 7:45 - 8:30 a.m. 
Breakfast Program 8:30 - 10:00 a.m. 

Rittenhouse Hotel
Grand Ballroom
210 W. Rittenhouse Square 
Philadelphia , PA

Presented in Partnership:

 

Sponsored By:
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2006 SUBARU CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL OF GREATER PHILADELPHIA
March 25-April 10

Leave winter behind and return to the 
outdoors to embrace the vibrancy of spring 
during the 2006 Subaru Cherry Blossom 
Festival of Greater Philadelphia, March 25 
to April 10.

This year's Festival — the largest in its
nine-year history — offers visitors many
chances to explore and experience the

culture of Japan, from traditional customs and cuisine to delicate craft and awe-inspiring 
performances. Events take place in venues across the Philadelphia area. Most are free, and 
there is something for every age to enjoy. A full calendar of Festival events is available at 
www.jasgp.org/sakura .

The Festival kicks off on Saturday, March 25, with the Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival 
Gala at the Union League of Philadelphia. The elegant affairs includes kagamibiraki – a sake
barrel-breaking ceremony – a Japanese tradition for marking a special occasion. The evening
also includes a silent auction and Japanese taiko drumming.

Sakura Sunday, a daylong extravaganza of art, food, and entertainment, takes place on
April 9 from 11:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at Fairmount Park's Horticulture Center. Visitors can
enjoy martial arts demonstrations, origami paper-folding, calligraphy, kite making 
workshops, tea ceremony, and taiko drumming and traditional dance. Shofuso, the 16th 
Century Japanese house and garden that is beloved by Fairmount Park visitors, is open 
throughout the day for tours.

Other Festival highlights include:

•  Japanese Culture Week at Liberty Place. Free performances and demonstrations of
traditional Japanese arts. Liberty Place Rotunda – Monday, April 3 through Friday, April 7,
12:00 – 2:00 p.m.

•  Sake Tasting Festival. Sake from Japan's top brewers is paired with delicacies from
local restaurants. Loews Philadelphia Hotel – Wednesday, April 5, 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.

•  Private view of Kacho-ga: Birds and Flowers in Japanese Art. Private tour of the
exhibition at the Philadelphia Museum of Art, led by Kyoko Kinoshita, Assistant Curator of
East Asian Art. Philadelphia Museum of Art – Saturday, April 8, 10:00 a.m.

•  Sushi Spectacular. Nationally recognized master sushi chefs from Japan prepare and
serve ornate sushi creations tableside and personally serve each guest, as is the style in
traditional Japanese sushi bars. Keating's River Grill at the Hyatt Penn's Landing – Monday,
April 10, 6:00 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.

•  Tamagawa Taiko Drumming and Dance. Thunderous taiko drumming, Japanese folk
music, and colorful dancing. These breathtaking performances have been acclaimed around
the world. Painted Bride Art Center – Friday, March 31 and Saturday, April 1, 8:00 p.m.

The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival of Greater Philadelphia, a project of the Japan America 
Society of Greater Philadelphia (JASGP), is an initiative to encourage a better understanding 
of the cultural, social, and educational customs of Japan. The Festival is also the yearly 
culmination of an initiative to beautify Philadelphia by annually planting and maintaining 100 
cherry trees in Fairmount Park. JASGP has planted 800 trees since 1998, continuing a legacy 
established in 1926 when the Japanese government donated cherry trees to Philadelphia in 
honor of America's sesquicentennial.
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For more information and a complete calendar of Festival events, visit 
www.jasgp.org/sakura . 
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Young Professionals Network 10th Anniversary Celebration Sneak Preview

This year marks the ten-year anniversary of the inception of the Young Professionals Network 
(YPN), an affiliate of the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. The Young Professionals 
Network lets its members gain access to prominent industry leaders and equally ambitious 
peers. The organization helps to improve its members' networking skills, expand their 
contact base, and provides the opportunity to promote themselves and their business in a 
relaxing atmosphere. 

An upscale social extravaganza is currently being planned to celebrate this momentous 
occasion. This event will be a reception highlighting the past and promoting the future of YPN. 
The audience will include past and present YPN membership including the Board, elected 
officials and business/community leaders who have been integral in the success and 
development of YPN as it is structured today. Stay tuned for more details! To learn more 
about YPN, visit: http://www.ypnphilly.com . 

       

 

Unsubscribe / Testimonials / Article Submission / Archives / Advertising

Comments / About Us / Disclaimer / Member Directory

Visit us on the web at: www.greaterphilachamber.com

Copyright 2006. Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. All rights 

reserved.



Welcome to the Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce http://gpccfiles:81/newsletter_0206/affiliates_4.asp

2 of 2 6/12/06 11:52 AM

Recent newsletters

November 2005
December 2005
January 2006

More...


