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Philadelphia Named America’s “Next Great
City”

National Geographic Traveler (NGT) magazine, the
City of Philadelphia, and The Greater Philadelphia
Tourism Marketing Corporation (GPTMC) hosted a
celebration at Cuba Libre Restaurant & Rum Bar on
Thursday, September 29, 2005 to unveil the  “Next
Great Places” issue of the international travel
publication...

Click here to read the full article.

Do you know that private corporations in Pennsylvania can contribute to the
education of the state’s most vulnerable children AND get most of their money
back? Click here to read the full article.
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Lutheran Settlement House believes that community involvement is essential to
regional success.

MetLife Forum - Emerging Philanthropists
MAVC Announces Featured Companies and Hall of Fame Inductees

Let us know what you're reading. Using the navigation tabs at the top of your screen instead of
the back button lets us know what you're reading, so we can ultimately give you more of what you
want.
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Philadelphia Named America’s “Next Great City”

National Geographic Traveler (NGT) magazine, the City of Philadelphia, and The
Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corporation (GPTMC) hosted a celebration
at Cuba Libre Restaurant & Rum Bar on Thursday, September 29, 2005 to unveil
the “Next Great Places” issue of the international travel publication, which names
Philadelphia as America’s “Next Great City.”

Notable guests included civic, corporate, and community leaders Mayor John F.
Street; Pennsylvania Lieutenant Governor Catherine Baker Knoll, representing
Governor Ed Rendell; and Keith Bellows, Vice President, National Geographic
Society and Editor in Chief, National Geographic Traveler.

“Philadelphia has everything we were looking for and more,” Bellows said. “A
fascinating mixture of old and new, street life and high culture, a booming real
estate market, accessibility, innovative technology, cutting-edge restaurants,
theater and music.”

The nine-page spread credits Philadelphia’s nomination to the city’s fine
restaurants—more than 200 in Center City—emerging neighborhoods, vibrant
nightlife, renowned art galleries, and beautiful parks. The City of Brotherly Love
also wins high praise for forward-thinking initiatives such as Wi-Fi and for bringing
world-class events such as Live 8 to town.

With more than five million readers around the globe, NGT will release the “Next
Great Places” issue to newsstands Tuesday, October 4, 2005. City leaders hope
that the story will boost Philadelphia’s international prestige, impacting tourism,
economic growth and civic pride.

“This story provides an exceptional opportunity to showcase Philadelphia as a
sophisticated destination,” said Meryl Levitz, president & CEO, GPTMC. “While our
history has always set us part, our arts and cultural attractions, restaurants and
nightspots are also impressive and well deserving of the extraordinary recognition
the magazine has bestowed upon them…We expect the readers of National
Geographic Traveler to come to Philadelphia in great numbers as a result.”
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Corporate Giving That “Loves You Back”
Presented by Darren A. Spielman

Is the rich world aware of how four billion of the six billion live? If we were aware,
we would want to help out, we'd want to get involved.
Bill Gates

Do you know that private corporations in Pennsylvania can contribute to the
education of the state’s most vulnerable children AND get most of their money
back? The Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program (EITC) offered by
Pennsylvania’s Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED)
provides companies with the opportunity to give to education-focused community
organizations that have gone through a rigorous approval process.

Companies who give a one-year donation can receive a 75 percent tax credit on
their contribution. If they decide to give for two consecutive years, they are eligible
for a 90 percent tax credit! Tax credits can be applied to a number of taxes
designated by the DCED, such as the Corporate Net Income Tax, Bank and Trust
Company Shares Tax, and Insurance Premiums Tax. Only donations to EITC
approved organizations are eligible for the tax credits.

The EITC program allows corporations of all sizes to substantially increase the
impact that their giving has on a particular educational issue while getting a return
on investment that benefits both their bottom lines and educational outcomes in
the neediest communities. To give you an idea of how far donations to EITC
approved organizations can go, I will use the example of Summerbridge of Greater
Philadelphia, the educational enrichment organization that I run.

Summerbridge is a two-year, intensive academic enrichment program that
prepares low-income middle school students to succeed in rigorous high schools,
instilling in them a lifelong love of learning that will lead them to college. We also
inspire talented high school and college students to become educators and
engaged citizens by turning over to them responsibility for teaching and program
administration. Our outcomes illustrate the success of the Summerbridge model:
94 percent of all Summerbridge of Greater Philadelphia students have been
accepted into high schools of choice (magnet, private, parochial, or select charter
schools); responses to a recent alumni survey suggest nearly 100 percent of
Summerbridge students graduate from high school compared to 55 percent
citywide, and 86 percent of our students have gone on to college compared to 15
percent of their middle school peers.

We currently serve 110 students at an annual cost per student of approximately
$3200. Let’s say a corporation wants to help expand these outcomes to an
additional 20 students from Philadelphia’s public middle schools. The corporation
would make an annual donation of $64,000 for two years totaling $128,000, apply
for the EITC, and end up paying only $12,800 to help prepare 20 Philadelphia
middle schoolers for college!

The EITC is a unique tool meant to increase corporate philanthropy while
expanding high quality educational programs for the state’s children and adults.
Corporations who seek out EITC approved organizations not only benefit from the
state’s generous tax credit, they also cultivate greater visibility, credibility, and
community appreciation in under-served urban and rural areas throughout
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Pennsylvania. For more information on the EITC program, please go to
www.newpa.com.

Darren A. Spielman, PhD, is executive director of Summerbridge of Greater Philadelphia -- an
approved Educational Improvement Organization and recent recipient of Citizen Bank's Champion
in Action Award. For more information about Summerbridge, please call 215-951-2398, email
dspielman@gfsnet.org, or go to www.gfsnet.org/summerbridge.

Submit to Business Savvy! Do you have an expert opinion concerning prominent business
issues? If so, click here and share your wisdom with the regional business community
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Small Business Excellence Award Winners

Congratulations to the 2005 winners who have joined the ranks of the region’s
most respected businesses.

Small Business Person of the Year
Steven Singer, Steven Singer Jewelers, Inc. 
Sponsored by: Bank of America

Customer Service Excellence of the Year
ECBM 
Sponsored by: AIG

Emerging Business of the Year
Amazon Cafe
Sponsored by: Commerce Bank

Innovative Business of the Year
World Cafe Live 
Sponsored by: Wachovia

Manufacturer of the Year
Microcision LLC 
Sponsored by: DVIRC

Non-Profit Organization of the Year
Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corp.
Sponsored by: PNC Bank

Retailer of the Year
Di Bruno Bros., Inc. 
Sponsored by: PIDC
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Technological Excellence of the Year
Prescient Applied Intelligence, Inc.
Sponsored by: Ben Franklin Technology PArtners

Young Entrepreneur of the Year
Robert Berman, Silvertop Associates, Inc. / Rasta Imposta
Sponsored by: Susquehanna Patriot Bank

Reception Sponsor:
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Top 100 Super Lawyers in Philadelphia

The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce is proud to congratulate the
Chamber members named to The Top 100 Pennsylvania Super Lawyers® 2005 by
Super Lawyers® magazine.  Although the majority of the winners are part of our
membership, four Chamber members were recognized in The Top 10: Alan J.
Davis, Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll, Philadelphia; William T. Hangley,
Hangley Aronchick Segal & Pudlin, Philadelphia; Robert C. Heim, Dechert,
Philadelphia; and, Albert Momjian, Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis, Philadelphia.

Davis, 2nd Top Point Getter, identified his more than 40 years of hands-on
litigation as what has advanced him into The Top 10 honor for the second year in a
row.  “I care about my clients and try to communicate how much I care,” he said.  
“My greatest pleasure is formulating long-term strategies and short-term tactics to
carry out a plan to win.  My clients are partners in the process.”

Only five percent of the lawyers in Pennsylvania are named to the list of
exceptional lawyers.  The Law & Politics attorney-led research team polls each
lawyer in the state who has been in practice for more than five years, asking them
to nominate the best attorneys that they have personally observed.  Based
primarily on peer recognition and personal accomplishment, the list represents a
diverse compilation of the state’s leading attorneys.  Civic service and pro bono
activities are also considered.
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Member Directory Updates

It’s that time of year again! The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce is
updating the Membership Directory and Business Guide. Your company’s Primary
Contact should have already received a questionnaire in the mail. In order to
ensure that the most current company information is included in this year’s
Directory, please make sure the questionnaire is returned with all of your updates
no later than October 10, 2005. Please note--if you do not update your records,
the information we currently have in our database will be reprinted in the 2006
Membership Directory. When the new Directory is printed, you will notice some
changes in the organization of the listings. We’re excited to unveil the new book,
but we need your help to make sure your company information is up-to-date.

Thank you for your assistance, and if you have any questions, you may contact
Chris Goldsmid via email at cgoldsmid@greaterphilachamber.com or by calling
215.790-3671.
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Winning Large Contracts

The GPCC Supplier Network series has spelled success for
many of our small business members as they network with
Greater Philadelphia’s leading corporations and compete for
large contracts.  

April graduate Margie Kelly, Account Executive, Consolidated Drake Press, a high-
performance printer of corporate material, has secured four contracts with Day &
Zimmerman, a Supplier Network Supporting Company, and is vying for two more. 
Understanding that often times it is difficult for small businesses to make the
proper connection with large regional corporations, Kelly joined the Supplier
Network to earn face-to-face networking time with some of the region’s top
companies. 

“Centralizing 16 vendors into one room, all of which are potentially in the market
to work with small suppliers, was priceless,” Kelly said.  “I could have knocked on
300 doors, but the soft sell is what fostered these contracts.  I recently completed
an annual report for another Supplier Network Supporting Company, and that
validation really gave me a competitive edge. During our follow-up call, Day &
Zimmerman’s procurement officer connected me with the appropriate purchasing
contact within his company. ” 

Day & Zimmerman Director Corporate Procurement, Jack Donahue, said that the
networking sessions at the conclusion of the Supplier Network Series created a
perfect opportunity for him to identify possible business relationship quickly and
efficiently.

“Day and Zimmermann, as a routine, will competitively bid this type of work, and
our preference is to source local companies for our bid requests.  It was timely
that I met with Ms. Kelly because Day & Zimmerman was in the process of
sourcing printing companies,” Donahue said.  “The Supplier Network allowed me to
connect with the correct person and satisfy my company’s need.”

Winter Series
Tuesdays at the Chamber
Sessions
8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
January 10, 17, 24, 31

Networking
8:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
February 7   

Ms. Kelly will be a featured speaker during the Winter Supplier Network Series
panel discussion. She will share her experiences and advise about working with
large companies in the region.

For more information about the GPCC Supplier Network, please visit
suppliernet.gpcc.com or call 215.790.3603.
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Marketplace: The Place to Market Your Business

The Marketplace provides a perfect forum for your company to network with
businesses from across Greater Philadelphia. Expand your business contacts, and
check out the latest regional products and services.

Marketplace Exhibitors will really see results! Register as a vendor and introduce
your

products and services first-hand, develop valuable relationships with qualified
prospects, increase brand awareness, and check out your market competition in
Greater Philadelphia. 

In addition, all attendees are eligible to win an extreme business makeover,
compliments of Office Depot and Bush Furniture.

Monday, November 14
Normandy Farm
1431 Morris Road, Route 202 & Morris Road
Blue Bell, Pennsylvania
4:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

For booth and registration information, please call 215.790.3775 or email
iforman@greaterphilachamber.com.

Presented by:

 

Partner Sponsors:

  

Media Sponsors
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The Wharton Experience: Online

To share its intellectual capital, Wharton publishes its online
business journal named Knowledge@Wharton. The
Knowledge@Wharton site is free, it is published biweekly,
and it has an audience comprised primarily of corporate executives, entrepreneurs,
policy makers, academics, and journalists. Knowledge@Wharton is a unique
resource that provides business insights and research as well as an extensive
database with over 1,500 articles.

About the site:

Editorial content is divided into 14 sections, covering areas ranging from Finance
and Investment to Business Ethics
The home page presents summaries of the latest research papers, conference
reports, book reviews, and news analyses
Users can access the academic papers on which the articles' research is based,
as well as related websites

We invite you to visit and see how Knowledge@Wharton can enhance your
personal research initiatives or your company's global marketing goals.
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We Challenge You to a Game of Chess!

October 26, 2005
4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m

Is your company looking for a way to support public schools,
be actively involved in the development of tomorrow’s
leaders, and take part in a fun team-building event for your
staff? Then join regional education, business and community
leaders the afternoon of October 26 for a chess match to
benefit the Philadelphia Youth Chess Challenge at the Union League.

Your company can register a team of up to five people to challenge the
Philadelphia Youth Chess Challenge clubs. Players need not be avid chess players,
but should have minimal knowledge of the game and a desire to connect with
public school students.

The Philadelphia Youth Chess Challenge is a program coordinated by ASAP (After
School Activities Partnerships) in collaboration with the School District of
Philadelphia, which is introducing chess to Philadelphia students. In the 2004-2005
school year, the program boasted 154 active chess clubs engaging children in
public and charter schools, free libraries, recreation centers, homeless shelters,
and other after school locations, which impacted approximately 2,400 students
from kindergarten to 12th grade.

The research on chess and a child’s development is strong. Playing chess has
proven to enhance strategic thinking skills, problem solving, self-esteem, and
behavior. For this reason, Paul Vallas, CEO of the School District, is looking to
continue the expansion of this program to all public schools in the hopes of making
Philadelphia a “chess city” for kids.The cost to participate in the 2005 Philadelphia
Youth Chess Challenge is $1,000 per team. This fee will go toward underwriting a
chess club for the 2005-06 school year.

For further information or questions, please contact Jenny Hamilton at
215.545.3070, or Barbara Saverino at 215.790.3647.
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The Chamber CulturePass & Culture Week

The 2005-2006 Chamber CulturePass is on its way to the Greater Philadelphia
Chamber of Commerce membership. For over 10 years, The Chamber CulturePass,
presented by the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce and the Arts &
Business Council of Greater Philadelphia, has provided our 5,500 member
companies with discounts to many of our region's arts and cultural venues as a
token of appreciation for their continued support and commitment. We thank
Independence Blue Cross for their dedicated support of this program and the arts
community. For more information please visit www.culturepass.org.

Get involved in the city arts scene during Center City Arts & Culture Week. From
Thursday, October 20 through Sunday, October 30, 50 of the city's top cultural
organizations will be offering half-price tickets to some of the season’s most in-
demand shows, in addition to hosting free events throughout Center City. Tickets
went on sale September 6, 2005. Visit www.phillyfunguide.com for more
details.
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Greaterphilachamber.com

The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce has a new Web site!  Our updated
web address, greaterphilachamber.com, attests our commitment to the Chamber
membership both in the city and beyond the borders of Philadelphia.  The eleven
regional counties of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware can use the new Web
site to find out the latest Chamber information and happenings across the three
states. 

Please visit greaterphilachamber.com to check out the Chamber’s latest programs,
events, initiatives, and much more.
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Membership Advantages- Chamber "Affinity Programs"

Independence Blue Cross comprehensive group healthcare
plans will help you remain competitive and contribute to the
well being of your employees.  A selection of benefit plans
includes customized group health, life and disability programs, and vision and
dental options from Pennsylvania Blue Shield. For assistance on customizing your
healthcare package please log onto
greaterphilachamber.com/benefits_healthcare_health.asp.

If you have a question on the Chamber’s Affinity Programs please contact
thairstonmayo@greaterphilachamber.com.

 

The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce is well known for its signature
events, its public advocacy, and its economy-building efforts. But to a great
number of regional companies, the Chamber’s “Affinity Programs” are among the
most valued benefits of their Chamber membership.

The Chamber partners with several service providers to offer its members savings
on everything from workers’ compensation insurance and retirement plans, to
office supplies and shipping services. These Affinity Programs result in drastic cost
savings and an improved bottom line for Chamber members who find that enrolling
in these programs alone is worth the cost of membership.
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Executive Summary

State Smoking Ban 
This month, the Chamber will testify before the Pennsylvania House Health and
Human Services Committee on House Bill 1489, legislation to ban smoking in
public places state-wide. Earlier this year the Chamber supported a similar, more
comprehensive measure in Philadelphia City Council, which we hope will come to a
vote in the current Council session. 

After studying the effects on business and examining the provisions of bills to
eliminate smoking in public places, the Chamber has determined that a broad
smoking ban would not be detrimental to business. In fact, the Chamber believes
that businesses would benefit and workers would be protected by a healthier work
environment. 

Four years ago, the Chamber opposed a smoking-ban bill in Philadelphia because
caveats in the measure would cause business owners to incur substantial costs to
modify their establishments. While similar exemptions are currently listed in HB
1489, the Chamber will urge House Committee members to eliminate these
provisions and instead support a uniform policy which simply prohibits smoking in
public places and workplaces. Another measure with this type of comprehensive
approach is currently circulating in the State Senate. 

Since the Chamber’s initial opposition, smoking bans have been enacted in several
cities, states and even countries such as Ireland. In most of these cases, banning
smoking was actually a boon to eating and drinking establishments. In New York
City, business activity increased in restaurants and bars and 10,000 jobs were
added.

Moreover, workers’ safety must be considered. The adverse effects of second hand
smoke have been well documented in recent years. Employees in Philadelphia and
throughout the Commonwealth should have the opportunity to be gainfully
employed without having to be subjected to substances that are known to
jeopardize their health. 

The Chamber is hopeful that both the city and the Commonwealth will act in the
best interests of the employees, patrons, and businesses by enacting legislation to
restrict smoking in public places.
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New Members 

Please join us in welcoming our New Members to the Chamber. New Members
mean new contacts, new member-to-member discounts, and potential new
business. Be sure to check out who joined this month* and every month and help
support your fellow members.

Check out who joined this month!

Adopt A Highway

Alan Kolc Photographer

Another Day Cleaning

Berks Economic Partnership

Billboard Connection

Bonacorsi Woodworking

CentricSource

Christie, Pabarue, Mortensen and

Young, A Professional Corporation

City Year Inc.

Computer Recycler Of Eastern PA

Congreso De Lantinos Unidos

Cranium Digital

Doshier Healthy Life Style Center

EducationWorks, Inc.

Fertman Investment Strategies

Fish & Richardson P.C.

Fox and Hound Smokenhouse & Tavern

Harrah's Chester Casino & Racetrack

Hurwitz Furniture

Joe's TV Service

Legacey Sports Group

Line Systems, Inc.

LMS Financial Services

Matthew A. Cole, Counselor-at-Law

Michael Mita Real Estate

Mrs. Clean

Natalie Jeker, Graphic Design

Neil Bruce Jewelers

Office Depot #2359

Phones For Life

Radisson Hotel Valley Forge

Red Cedar Publicity & Marketing, LLC

Reliv International

Rescure Rittenhouse Spa Lounge

Roberts Family & Sports Chiropractic

Sara Canuso - Professional Clothier

Silpada Fine Sterling Silver Jewelry

The MSDC of PA-NJ-DE
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Hurwitz Furniture

ICR Survey Research Group

Impact Direct

Interactive Solutions, LLC

InterDyn AKA

J. Donald Dumpson Productions

JBL Consulting & Staffing, Inc.

The Rose Group/Applebee's

Neighborhood Grill & Bar

United Asset Coverage Inc.

Waterfall Banquet & Conference Center

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage

Work/Life Connection, LLC

The Chamber has more than 5,500 members representing every industry. Check
out some of your colleagues.

*Members are pulled on a monthly basis on the 15th of each month. If your company joined
after the 28th, you will be featured in next month’s issue.

**Featured members are selected by the GPCC News editorial staff.
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Member News 

ADVENTURE AQUARIUM REACHES HALF-MILLION GUEST MARK

ARBILL SAFETY'S CEO NAMED TO COMMITTEE OF 200

D&E Communications Signs Contract to Provide Voice and Data Transport Services
for Immix Wireless

Listrak Names New Sales Executive

Lutheran Settlement House Board Elects New Executive Committee, Welcomes New
Members

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society And The University of Pennsylvania Abramson
Cancer Center Partner For An Upcoming Series Of Programs Concerning Lymphoma

Major European Service Integrator Selects Astea's Service Management Suite with
License Value of $4.5M

Call For Nominations! Submit your nomination today for Philadelphia Magazine's
Second Annual Trailblazer Award

A Unique Twist on Concierge Service

Sovereign Bank Launches Relief Checking Account to Aid Hurricane Evacuees

WHYY'S EXPERIENCE SERIES TAKES VIEWERS BEHIND THE SCENES OF THE
DELAWARE VALLEY'S ARTS AND CULTURE COMMUNITY

March of Dimes Awards Widener University President for Excellence in Education

Guidelines:
1. Submitted materials must be recent corporate information, such as news releases about job
openings, upcoming events, recent accomplishments, programs or initiatives or materials of a
similar nature. The submitted material can in no way prove detrimental or defamatory to other
Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce member companies or to the Chamber itself. The
submission should not be an advertisement.
2. Materials will be submitted to bkahora@philachamber.com for approval by the GPCC editorial
committee before being posted online.
3. Only one submission per company may be offered for posting each month and will be removed
once that month has expired. Companies are encouraged to submit new, relevant material each
month.
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Lutheran Settlement House and Verizon Wireless, Partners Working
Together to Help Victims of Domestic Violence

During October, Domestic Violence Awareness Month, it is an especially appropriate
time to remember those who have died tragically at the hand of an abuser, honor
those who have survived, and encourage those currently living in a domestic
violence situation to find shelter from the abuse. We must continue to do all we
can to fight this epidemic on behalf of the victims and families whose lives it
devastates.

Lutheran Settlement House (LSH) is committed to helping victims of domestic
violence by providing a safe space to receive crisis intervention, individual and
group counseling, and legal and medical systems advocacy. The organization does
their best to prevent, educate and raise awareness of the epidemic of domestic
violence that is growing so rapidly in our own communities.

The remarkable thing about combating domestic violence is that monumental help
can be given so simply. Verizon Wireless, for example, has been a great corporate
contributor to LSH’s Purple Ribbon Campaign, an annual domestic violence
awareness and fundraising campaign. The Purple Ribbon Campaign allows LSH to
educate the public about the issue of domestic violence, and also to raise the
funds needed to continue providing services to victims free of charge. Verizon
Wireless has further supported LSH by designating the group as one of the
beneficiaries of their HopeLine Phone Recycling Program.

The concept is easy enough: Verizon Wireless’ HopeLine Phone Recycling Program
collects used wireless phones to be given to victims of domestic violence so that
help is always just a phone call away. And this year, as HopeLine celebrates its
10th anniversary, LSH is celebrating the fact that HopeLine has enabled them to
deliver thousands of literal “lifelines” to victims for use in emergency domestic
violence situations right in the Philadelphia area.

HopeLine has been successful because of the millions of wireless customers in
Philadelphia and across the nation – not just Verizon Wireless customers – who
have chosen to donate an old wireless phone to the company’s HopeLine program
instead of throwing it away.

This is a program that anyone -- individuals and organizations (large or small) --
can support simply by donating a no-longer-needed wireless phone or organizing a
used phone collection at your place of work.

Just think of the impact that could be made if every cell phone user in our region
took the life-saving step of donating their old wireless phone to the HopeLine
program, or if other corporations in the Philadelphia area decided to support LSH’s
Purple Ribbon Campaign.

For additional information on how to start a HopeLine drive in your business or
organization, visit www.verizonwireless.com/hopeline. For more information about
LSH’s Purple Ribbon Campaign, call 215-426-8610 x 208 or visit
www.lutheransettlement.org

There is no easier way to save a life than to donate your phone or to support
LSH’s Bilingual Domestic Violence Program.
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Make it your Business! Together we can stop abuse!

Beatriz F. Vieira is Executive Director of Lutheran Settlement House.

*If you know of a for-profit member involved with a community initiative or non-profit
organization that is looking to gain a little extra exposure, please have them send a two-
paragraph overview of the program and their level of participation to
bkahora@greaterphilachamber.com
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Put This Event On Your Agenda!

Arts & Business Council will host a MetLife Foundation National Arts Forum entitled 
“The New Generation of Philanthropists – Why Put Arts on the Agenda?” to address
how emerging philanthropists can engage in support of arts and cultural
organizations.

The Details

The New Generation of Philanthropists – Why Put Arts on the Agenda?
When: October 26 – 5:30-8:00 p.m.
Where: Moore College of Art & Design (20th Street & The Parkway), Great Hall
Fee: Admission is $20 per person. There is no charge for members of Friends of
the Arts Network or Young Professionals Network.
Register online or call 215.790.3620.

The Experience

Join us to learn how you can set your priorities and include philanthropic giving
and how to develop a plan of action. The forum will address many questions
including:

How do I know if I have enough to give to the arts?
Why should I include the arts in my giving plan??
Will giving to the arts permit me to have a personal impact?
How can I learn more about the direction of my chosen arts’ organization?

A panel of distinguished experts– including representatives from the arts/culture,
business, and asset management arenas – will answer the questions that both
business and arts professionals ask as they begin to plan individual philanthropic
giving.

Join us for this dynamic presentation as the Council’s brings together the business
and arts communities.

This event is part of the MetLife Foundation National Arts Forum Series, a program
of the Arts & Business Council of Americans for the Arts. Further support is
provided by Moore College of Art & Design and Greater Philadelphia Chamber of
Commerce’s Young Professionals Network .

About the Series

This program is presented as part of the Arts & Business Council of Americans for the Arts’ and
MetLife Foundation National Arts Forum Series. Forums are taking place in the following cities
nationwide: Atlanta, Boston, Charlotte, Chicago, Denver, Hartford, Houston, Indianapolis, Miami,
New York, Philadelphia, Phoenix, Pittsburgh, Portland, Providence, St. Louis, San Francisco and
Washington D.C., and are produced by affiliate members of the Arts & Business Council of
Americans for the Arts. The series explores pressing issues facing arts organizations across the
country. Summaries from each participating city will be posted on the Americans for the Arts
website, www.AmericansForTheArts.org.
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MAVC Announces Featured Companies and Hall of Fame Inductees

The Greater Philadelphia Venture Group (GPVG), the regions’ leading private equity
association, announced the selection of ‘Featured Companies’ that will be given
unparalleled access to over 1,000 members of the investment community at the
upcoming Mid-Atlantic Venture Conference (MAVC). The flagship annual event for
the GPVG, the 2005 MAVC will take place on October 17 & 18 at the Pennsylvania
Convention Center in Philadelphia.

Hailing from the Mid-Atlantic Region and beyond, these technology, services and
life sciences companies seeking early- and late-stage funding will be given the
opportunity to present their business plans to an international audience of high-
level investors in hopes of securing critical growth capital. Chosen by industry
leaders from across the region, this year’s Featured Companies are listed on the
MAVC website at www.mavc.org.

In addition to the Featured Companies, two regional Entrepreneurs will be inducted
into the First Annual MAVC Hall of Fame, showcasing inaugural inductees Rebecca
Matthias, founder of Mothers Work Inc., and Michael Zisman, founder of Soft-
Switch and managing director of Internet Capital Group.

The MAVC Hall of Fame was created to honor regional business leaders who have
grown past MAVC Featured Companies from promising start-ups to successful
businesses that contribute to the economic growth of the Philadelphia region. The
first-ever MAVC Hall of Fame induction ceremony will be held Monday, October 17.
The ceremony will include a presentation of plaques, a recap of the honorees
successful careers, and photo opportunities.

Rebecca Matthias is Founder, President, and COO of Mothers Work Inc.,
Philadelphia, PA. Mothers Work, a 1989 MAVC Featured Company, is now the
leading designer, manufacturer, and marketer of maternity fashions in the U.S.
Founded when Matthias was 28, Mothers Work has grown into a $500 million
publicly-traded fashion empire (Nasdaq: MWRK) with retail outlets that include
Mimi Maternity®, Motherhood®, A Pea in the Pod ®, and Destination Maternity®—
now totaling over 1,500 stores in the U.S., Canada, and Puerto Rico.

Michael Zisman started his technology career by founding Soft-Switch Inc. in 1979,
a leading supplier of products to interconnect legacy electronic mail systems, and a
1992 MAVC Featured Company. He became CEO of Lotus Development
Corporation, a wholly owned subsidiary of IBM, when Soft-Switch was acquired by
Lotus in 1994. He later rose to Vice President of Corporate Strategy for IBM.
Zisman currently serves as Managing Director of Internet Capital Group in Wayne,
PA. Throughout its 16-year history, the Mid-Atlantic Venture Conference has been
an annual opportunity for leading investors to find the most promising emerging
and growth companies, and for pioneering entrepreneurs to make connections that
empower their companies to become tomorrow’s leaders. In addition to the MAVC
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Hall of Fame, the 2005 Venture Conference includes keynote addresses from
Harvey Weinstein, co-founder and outgoing co-chairman of Miramax Films, and
Chris Matthews, host of MSNBC’s “Hardball with Chris Matthews.”
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