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 The GPCC Supplier Network

positions the Chamber’s small

business members to be

better-qualified vendors for

large companies and

government agencies.  Call

215.790.3603 to register for the

Series beginning March 29.

  

  

 The Chamber is bustling with 

upcoming events. Please view our 

calendar for the programs that 

interest you most. Join in! Click 

here to see updated calendar

  

February 2005 Sponsors 

GPCC proudly recognizes the 

following program and event 

sponsors. Thank you for Getting 

Involved in our mission to inform, 

inspire and engage the regional 

business community! 

 

 
Welcome to the April 2005 edition of GPCCNews! 

 

Latest Member Benefit!

Member News, allows GPCC members to post 

company news releases. Put your company in the 

limelight! Email bkahora@philachamber.com for 

details. 

 

Business Savvy features articles about vital business issues explored by regional professionals. 

Discover why networking will get you everywhere.

Chamber Voice showcases the latest business programs, initiatives and notable topics in 

Greater Philadelphia that are key to business growth.

Key Issues discusses leading regional topics and Chamber initiatives. 

BIO 2005: "America's Research Center" 

Supplier Network Inaugural Class 

In the Know features the Chamber’s highlighted programs.

Summit Group, Inc., GPCC featured Affinity Program 

One the Move: Luck be a Lady 

Philadelphia experiences Salvador Dalí

Peanut Chews®: Re-branding a tradition 

Chamber Day takes a trip to D.C.

Ambassador Program: volunteer opportunity 

http://www.singingcity.org
http://www.piccari.com/
mailto:bkahora@philachamber.com
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AAA Mid-Atlantic

The Amoore Group, Inc. 

Bank of America 

Boeing 

Building Owners &

Managers Association of 

Philadelphia (BOMA) 

Cigna 

Citizens Bank 

Comcast 

Commerce Bank 

Day and Zimmerman 

Diversified Search, Inc. 

ESM Productions 

Harmelin Media, Inc. 

Hudson United Bank 

Independence Blue Cross 

The Leader's Edge 

Lee Hecht Harrison 

Merriam Theater 

PECO 

PNC Bank 

UPS 

Saint Joseph's University 

Sovereign Bank 

Southwest Airlines 

The Star Group 

Stradley 

Wachovia
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Advertise!

Submit an article!

Host, Boast & Post

Phillies Luncheon: Season kicks off

What's News?

Executive Summary gives you the latest updates on the Chamber’s public policy

activities and initiatives.

New Members

Member News! Read the latest news, programs and initiatives submitted by 

members, for members

Chamber Affiliates 

America-Israel Chamber: U.S.-Israel Briefing

Arts & Business Council merger

Mid-Atlantic Venture Conference Featured Company recruitment 

Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival of Greater Philadelphia

Corporate Cares recognizes regional companies that believe community involvement is 

essential to regional success. 

Bank of America & the American Cancer Society 

Penn Sportservice

Note: Let us know what you’re reading. Using the navigation tabs at the top of your screen

instead of the back button lets us know what you’re reading, so we can ultimately give you more

of what you want.
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Networking Will Get You Everywhere

By Evan Polin

Business Rule # 1: It’s who you know, not what you have.

How often have you joined professional organizations only to later discover that you didn’t

increase business or get anything valuable from your membership? You may be complaining

because: “this is a tough economy or market to sell in” or “the phone isn’t ringing enough”

or “I’m not getting anywhere with cold calls.” The two top ways to increase business are

through referrals and personal contacts. Your professional organizations provide thousands of

potential contacts to help you grow your business.

The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce is a rich resource that can net you an 

incredible amount of business, but you need to know how to use the resource correctly. 

Someone once said that 80 percent of success is just showing up, and the same rule applies 

here.  If you are looking for a business association where you get a large return on your

financial investment without putting in some sweat and hard work, you will be out of 

business very quickly.  Writing the check is the easiest part of being a successful member

of the Chamber.  The real work begins when you attend the events and get involved.

Business Rule # 2: People like to do business with people they like and people who

have similar interests.

To obtain business through the Chamber, you must get involved. My first suggestion would

be to join a committee where you can associate with like-minded professionals and get to 

know them on a more intimate basis. Once you build a good rapport with the professionals

you meet through the Chamber, referrals will ensue. If you follow through on your

commitments and others see you as a good resource, your peers will give you business. You

just need to learn how to get pain and ask for the business. 

Business Rule # 3: Attend networking events with vigor. 

To be successful, change your mindset when attending networking events. We can all spot

that desperate salesperson that is trying to sell everyone they meet. We also know those

professionals who attend events with their friends and colleagues, but never meet new 

contacts. To be successful, you need to move outside your comfort zone. Take interest in

http://www.piccari.com/
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what those around you do. Go to these events looking to give referrals, not just to receive

them.

Backed by a professional staff of experts in business development, Evan Polin, vice

president, The Training Resource Group is a specialist in providing business solutions through

consulting, seminar, and corporate in-house training. The Training Resource Group delivers

ongoing reinforcement training and coaching to America’s growing companies and

professional service firms seeking an increase in sales, profits and productivity. For more

information, please visit www.trainingresourcegroup.com

Submit to Business Savvy! Do you have an expert opinion concerning prominent business 

issues? If so, click here and share your wisdom with the regional business community.

Unsubscribe / Testimonials / Article Submission / Archives / Advertising
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Visit us on the web at: www.philachamber.com
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Greater Philadelphia: America’s Research Center

The Biotechnology Industry Organization’s 2005 Annual International Convention in
Philadelphia, June 19-22, 2005 will not only bring international prestige to Greater
Philadelphia as a premier bioscience destination, but will also create superior standards in
bio innovation, grow academic-industry partnerships, and attract more venture capital
financing to regional bio companies. But the impact of BIO 2005 may stretch far beyond
the life sciences industry.

The Greater Philadelphia region offers everything from world-class research and growing
biotechnology companies to mature industry and global pharmaceuticals, housing eight of
the world’s largest pharmaceutical companies within a 50-mile radius.  The region,
situated between the nation’s West Coast's bioscience industry and the European markets,
is only a short distance from the world’s financial center in New York City and the U.S.
regulatory center in Washington, D.C.

“BIO 2005 selecting Greater Philadelphia to host this year’s conference affirms that this
region is a viable place for biotech activity,” said Mark Schweiker, president & CEO,
Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. “With 80 percent of the world’s largest
biotech and pharmaceutical companies having a presence here, Greater Philadelphia is
gaining a well-deserved reputation as a place where momentous and life-changing work is
being done.”

Expecting more than 18,000 biotech executives, journalists, investors, policy-makers and
scientists from more than 60 countries at the conference, industry trade group
Pennsylvania Biotechnology Association collaborates with BIO on national issues as an
active member on BIO’s Council of State Bioscience Associations. The conference will
explore the positive impact the industry has on healthcare and the economy, the growing
regional industry, and the great strides in research the region’s world-renowned academic
institutions have taken.

Researchers and the academic community will have a plethora of opportunities at BIO
2005 to share their projects with the international bioscience community. The Innovation
Corridor Poster Session will provide a unique chance to share research aimed at solving
unmet biotechnology needs with more than 17,000 industry professionals that are actively
looking for technology innovations and collaborations with academia and early-stage

http://www.piccari.com/
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research organizations. CSO Boot Camp, a comprehensive training course for academics
interested in creating new venture around their work, are taught the basics including
stakeholder analysis, assessment of projects as potential start-ups, and intellectual
property.

Organica Biotech, specializing in organic horticultural, cleaning and lawn products with a
library of more than 3,000 strains of microbial species, has begun to commercialize its
environmentally safe products and BIO 2005 may prove the best platform to develop
international recognition.

“It’s important for us to network with our peers and understand how we fit into BIO
2005,” said Eric Hill, CEO, Organica Biotech. “With chemicals getting diminishing returns,
products require more and more chemicals to get the same yields but are creating a toxic
wasteland. Underneath our grassroots application, we are taking our products to the mass
market through the education awareness process.  It’s time for us to create public
awareness for Organica.”

Pennsylvania BIO estimates that the conference may generate approximately $35 million
in direct spending for the region, and the indirect impact from the increased business
partnerships, venture investments, collaborations and long-term economic growth could
total more than $100 million. 

Select Greater Philadelphia is gearing up to take full advantage of marketing the region
during BIO 2005. As a member of the BIO 2005 Communications Committee, Select is
providing creative input on theme and logo, regional message platforms, media strategy,
identifying spokespersons, advertising opportunities, regional collateral materials, and
targeted advertising, such as billboard and print advertising.  Select has also engaged
Dorland, an advertising and public relations firm specializing in global health
communications, to assist in developing a sales brochure specifically targeted to Biotech
professionals, which, once completed, will also be translated into Japanese for
international use.

Next >>

Unsubscribe / Testimonials / Article Submission / Archives / Advertising
Comments / About Us / Disclaimer / Member Directory

Visit us on the web at: www.philachamber.com

Copyright 2004. Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. All rights reserved.

>

  

http://www.philachamber.com


• BIO 2005: "America's Research
Center"

• Supplier Network Inaugural
Class

• Summit Group, Inc., GPCC
featured Affinity Program

• On the Move: Luck be a Lady

• Philadelphia experiences
Salvador Dalí

• Peanut Chews®: Re-branding a
tradition

• Chamber Day takes a trip to
D.C.

• Ambassador Program:
volunteer opportunity

• Phillies Luncheon: Season kicks
off

• Executive Summary

• New Members

• Member News

• America-Israel Chamber: U.S.-
Israel Briefing

Congratulations, Supplier Network Graduates!

The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce and Citizens Bank are proud to
congratulate the inaugural class of the GPCC Supplier Network.  These 30 companies
have sharpened their business strategies and techniques to compete for contracts with
large corporations and government agencies, better qualify themselves to pursue large
bids, expand their business opportunities and grow their bottom lines. They have proven
their allegiance to regional growth and verified their commitment to the business
community.

“Small businesses are the very engine of our regional economy,” said Mark Schweiker,
president and CEO, Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. “Strengthening our small
business community benefits the Philadelphia region as a whole. We are proud that these
dedicated companies have completed the Supplier Network Series and earned their
certificate thereby enhancing their potential to bid successfully for increased business. 
We are confident the Supplier Network Series will result in new opportunities for small
businesses to grow and expand in our area.”

The Series consists of four instructional courses designed to enhance small business
strategies and techniques to create a more qualified pool of vendors for large companies
to conduct business with in the region. A final networking session offers participants the
opportunity to present their products and services to the purchasing executives of the
large corporations currently participating in the program. Upon completion of the Series,
participants will be classified as GPCC Supplier Network members, receiving a certificate of
completion and recognition on the GPCC website and other marketing materials,
highlighting their products and services.

For more information about GPCC Supplier Network or to complete a registration
application for an upcoming series, please visit http://suppliernet.gpcc.com.

<< Previous

http://suppliernet.gpcc.com
http://suppliernet.gpcc.com
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Graduated Class Supporting Companies

503 Corporation
Ray Yabor, President

Aztech Productions
Linda Mattice, President

Chesapeake Embroidery & Design,Inc.
Melissa McDonald, President/Owner

Claritee Group
Pete Power, Managing Director

Concorde, Inc.
Megan E.Furlano, Director of 
Business Development

Crestec Digital, Inc.
Jim Gowen, Executive Vice President

Del-Med Logistics, Inc.
Damon Hardy, Vice President

Dale Carnegie
Katie Iorio, President

Empire International Ltd.
Bruce Boillotat, Director, 
Corporate & Event Sales

Employee Transfer Corporation
Jo Flinn, Director of Business 
Development and Relocation

Employee Transfer Corporation
Sandy Sherow, Manager, Client Services

FBCS
Bill McKeown, Business Development

FutureNET
Noel Lowe,President

Harris Law Offices
J.Kenneth Harris, Principal

King Limousine
John Katrinak, Sales Manager

M.Schnoll & Sons,Inc.
Kathy Connor, Marketing

MOS Design, Inc.
Cheryl Lynn Murnin, President

Offix Systems

ACE INA
Aqua America,Inc.
AstraZeneca
Boeing Company
Brandywine Realty Trust
Cephalon,Inc.
Citizens Bank
City of Philadelphia
Comcast Cable Communications,Inc.
County of Bucks
Cozen O’Connor
GE Water Technologies
Lockheed Martin Integrated Systems &
Solutions
Mayor’s Business Action Team (MBAT)
Mitchell and Titus LLP
PECO,An Exelon Company
Philadelphia Housing Authority
Rohm and Haas
Sunoco,Inc.
Tasty Baking Company
The Day & Zimmermann Group,Inc.
The School District of Philadelphia
Unisys Corporation
UPS
Verizon PA
Yoh Company,Inc.



Lynda Krevitz, Regional Vice President

Priority Archives, Inc.
Jon Rydel, Asst.Secretary / Owner

PRN Consultants, Inc.
Pat Szczypkowski, CEO
Amy Rieszer, President

Pro Sign Company, Inc.
Meredith Lee, Sales and Marketing

R.Chobert Decorating Co.
Rupert Chobert, President

Renaissance Marble & Granite, Inc.
John Hill Director, Business Development

Wacor Electronic Systems, Inc.
David Galloway

Walsh Envelope Co.
Charles Walsh, President

Warneal and Associates
Andre Joyner, Principal
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MEMBERSHIP ADVANTAGES- CHAMBER "AFFINITY PROGRAMS"

Members enrolled in The Summit Group, Inc. retirement and savings plans enjoy
exemption from participant record keeping fees, sales charges on participant salary
deferral deposits, redemption charges on participant withdraws, and pay little or no
installation or annual administration fees. Log onto
www.philachamber.com/benefits_savingsdisc_retire.asp to enroll today!

If you have a question on the Chamber’s Affinity Programs please contact
thairstonmayo@philachamber.com.

 

The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce is well known for its signature events, its
public advocacy, and its economy-building efforts. But to a great number of regional
companies, the Chamber’s “Affinity Programs” are among the most valued benefits of their
Chamber membership.

The Chamber partners with several service providers to offer its members savings on
everything from workers’ compensation insurance and retirement plans, to office supplies
and shipping services. These Affinity Programs result in drastic cost savings and an
improved bottom line for Chamber members who find that enrolling in these programs
alone is worth the cost of membership.

Next >>

Unsubscribe / Testimonials / Article Submission / Archives / Advertising
Comments / About Us / Disclaimer / Member Directory

Visit us on the web at: www.philachamber.com

Copyright 2004. Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. All rights reserved.

http://www.philachamber.com/benefits_savingsdisc_retire.asp
http://www.philachamber.com
http://www.philachamber.com
http://www.thesummitgrp.com/
http://www.philachamber.com/benefits_savingsdisc_od.asp


• America-Israel Chamber: U.S.-
Israel Briefing

• Arts & Business Council Merger

• Mid-Atlantic Venture
Conference recruitment

• Subaru Cherry Blossom
Festival of Greater Philadelphia

  
 The Chamber is bustling with

upcoming events. Please view our
calendar for the programs that
interest you most. Join in! Click
here to see updated calendar

  

To subscribe enter your email
address below then click submit:
 

Submit >>

To forward a copy enter your
colleague's email address below
then click send:
 

Submit >>

 
 
 Recent newsletters:

 February 2005
March 2005

 
More >>

  



-- Welcome to the GPCC Online Newsletter -- http://gpccfiles:81/newsletter/know_2.asp

1 of 2 3/31/05 1:24 PM

• BIO 2005: "America's Research 

Center"

• Supplier Network Inaugural Class

• Summit Group, Inc., GPCC featured 

Affinity Program

• On the Move: Luck be a Lady

• Philadelphia experiences Salvador Dalí

• Peanut Chews®: Re-branding a 

tradition 

• Chamber Day takes a trip to D.C.

• Ambassador Program: volunteer 

opportunity

• Phillies Luncheon: Season kicks off

• Healthcare Forum breathes new life 

into hot issues 

• Executive Summary

• New Members

• Member News

• America-Israel Chamber: U.S.- 

Israel Briefing

• Arts & Business Council Merger

On The Move 

Luck is a lady for our sharp On The Move teams.  The Chamber's annual fundraising

campaign is running full steam ahead, and thanks to our enthusiastic participants, who are 

working diligently to reach the campaign goal of $1.7 million, we already have $$$ in the pot.

The cold weather was very inspirational…

Greg Ferraro of Berry & Homer is the Bank Your Bucks Top Individual Producer.  We’re sure

he will thoroughly enjoy a four-night trip for two to Cancun, Mexico, staying at one of their

five star all-inclusive resorts.  Congratulations, Greg!

On The Move Teams 

AFLAC 

Bank of America 

Berry & Homer 

Citizens Bank 

Commerce Bank 

Firstrust Bank 

Dale Carnegie 

Independence Blue Cross 

NovaCare Rehabilitation 

PECO Energy 

Pennoni Associates 

Philadelphia Newspapers Inc. 

PNC Bank 

Small Business Team 

Sovereign Bank Mid Atlantic 

The Metro 

http://www.piccari.com/
http://otm.philachamber.com
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The Summit Group 

UPS 

Young Professionals Network Team

On The Move Sponsors - “Partners for Success” 

Citizens Bank 

Commerce Bank 

ESM Productions 

NovaCare Rehabilitation 

PECO Energy 

PNC Bank 

Sovereign Bank Mid-Atlantic 

UPS 

Young Professional Team supported by their companies - Anexinet, Johnson Kendal Johnson,

UnReal Marketing, Cozen and O’Conner and Aflac

Victory Celebrations

Eagles

Pepsi

Celebrating its seventh year of the On The Move campaign, the Greater Philadelphia

Chamber of Commerce continually strives to enhance member benefits and resources

through a unique partnership with regional companies.  Utilizing upwards of 200 employees

from more than 20 different corporations, volunteers work with the Chamber staff to sell

memberships, tables and tickets to Chamber events, sponsorships and other Chamber

products.  Revenue raised by the campaign serves to increase the Chamber’s membership

base and add new programs, while still advancing existing services.  On The Move

strengthens the Chamber’s commitment to improve the business climate in Greater

Philadelphia.

If you are interested in lending your support, please visit http://otm.philachamber.com/.
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Experience Philadelphia the Dalí Way

The Philadelphia arts, cultural and business communities have collaborated to celebrate

Salvador Dalí’s artistic genius and entrepreneurial spirit. Working together to create

international recognition for Philadelphia as the sole destination in the United States for the

exhibition, Advanta, the Spring House, PA based credit card issuer, and the Philadelphia

Museum of Art devised the Dalí Experience to market the region as a cultural epicenter and

thriving business metropolis. 

Advanta and the museum partnered with Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce,

Greater Philadelphia Tourism and Marketing Corporation, and Philadelphia Convention &

Visitors Bureau to extend the benefits of the exhibition beyond the museum walls.  Guided

by Dalí’s creative fortitude and business savvy, Advanta wanted to expand the Dalí exhibition

to encompass more than 150 small businesses in the region and maximize the possibilities

of an aggressive marketing campaign.

Just as Dalí introduced novel ways to market his artwork, Advanta utilizes innovative

solutions for small businesses.  With business networking events, special deals with local

vendors and discounted travel and hotel accommodations, Dalí Deals are encouraging

Philadelphians and international art buffs alike to visit the exhibition and spend money in the

region. Besides, Philadelphian’s cannot help but be curious about the bulging eyes peering

from behind city lampposts, the backs of buses, train platforms and giant billboards.

"By partnering with a number of organizations throughout Philadelphia, including the

Chamber, Advanta has created a unique opportunity to bring the Salvador Dalí exhibition to

residents and visitors in new ways,” said Dennis Alter, CEO, Advanta.  “The Dalí Experience

engages people before, during and after viewing the exhibition and is setting a new standard

of event marketing for the region.” 

Displaying more than 200 Dalí works lent from collections in 14 countries, the Philadelphia

Museum of Art was the natural U.S. venue for the artwork.  Advanta, who has enjoyed a

25-year, fruitful relationship with the museum, presenting exhibitions like the Cezanne 

http://www.piccari.com/
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collection in 1996, the Splendor of 18th Century Rome in 2000 and Thomas Eakins in 2001,

was the natural partner for the Salvador Dalí exhibition.  A highlight of the exhibition, Dalí’s

1939 masterpiece “Soft Construction with Boiled Beans: Premonition of Civil War,” is one of

three Dalí works that are owned by the museum.

The exhibition was originally displayed in Venice, Italy at the Palazzo Grassi last September 

through January, then made its way to Philadelphia as its second and last stop.  The Dalí

exhibition will be on display from February 16 to May 15, 2005 at the Philadelphia Museum of 

Art. 

“Other cities will look to this as an example of collaboration and creativity that not only

markets an exhibition or single event, but markets the city and its businesses,” Alter said.

“By being the only U.S. city to host this historic retrospective, Philadelphia has a chance to

shine to the world and Advanta is proud to help make that happen.”

Visit www.gophila.com/dali for an updated list of Dali Deals.  Call 215.564.3600 or email

daliexperience@advanta.com for more information.
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Is this your grandfather’s candy bar?

What began as a small chocolate business in New York has evolved into a 82-year-old

legacy.  But chocolate was only the beginning for Just Born, Inc. With the 2003 acquisition of

The Goldenberg Candy Company, Just Born is attempting to re-brand the traditional east 

coast treat, Chew-ets® Peanut Chews® as an international icon. 

Peanut Chews® encompasses a mainly East Coast audience stretching from Southern New 

England to Florida. A brand that was historically marketed entirely through word-of-mouth is 

now implementing a more aggressive marketing approach. April 4, 2005 marks the launch of 

the extensive, 30-month-long Peanut Chews® re-branding campaign to create global product

recognition. 

Company executives wanted to maintain the historical integrity of the packaging while 

creating an image that would be more appealing to a youthful consumer market. Although 

altered in 1999 by Goldenberg, Just Born replaced the customary brown and red wrapper with 

solid red for dark chocolate Peanut Chews® and solid blue for the milk chocolate. They did, 

however, maintain the well-known Peanut Chews® five-point star and the image of the 

peanut-riddled candy bar. Research and development not only created new packaging with 

bright colors and a contemporary logo, but they altered the actual makeup of the milk 

chocolate product.  Based on consumer feedback, they found that the traditional dark

chocolate did not need much improvement, but they developed a new center for the milk 

chocolate candy. 

“We’ve maintained what is special as we plan for the future,” John Kerr, branding director,

Just Born, said. “It’s an honor to have [The Goldenberg Candy Company] decide that we

would be a right fit to take this brand and grow it.”

But why alter a time-honored tradition?  After conducting research locally and nationally,

using methods such as focus groups and mall intercepts to create a balanced audience, Just 

Born established a national and 18 to 24-year-old target markets.  They tested five different

packaging concepts, including the original model, and the new wrapping was favored two to 
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one in the national market.  The consumers had validated the changes.

“The recognition power of the brand evokes loyalty among customers,” Kerr said.  “You want

to grow it but you want to protect it at the same time.”

A strong, consistent national advertising campaign is essential to launching the new Peanut 

Chews® image.  Just Born is anxious to introduce new slogans such as “We dress them up,

you take them out” and “Still a Philly favorite.”  They will institute an integrated marketing

program with television and radio spots, and advertisements on train platforms and subway

stations.

“We have spent a significant amount of money on development,” David Shaffer, Co-CEO of

Just Born with his cousin Ross Born, said. “We spent more money on advertising and

marketing to be able to compete. [Just Born] has to build the business and compete with

what industry leaders are doing.”

With two million chocolate-covered peanut and molasses pieces produced each day, Just 

Born knows that they have found a gem in the highly competitive chocolate industry. 

As the official candy of the 2005 Dew Action Sports Tour, these really aren’t your

grandfather’s Peanut Chews®, unless he of course likes to ride mountain bikes off 

death-defying jumps.

Born said, “While so many trends emanate from West to East, we are proud to initiate one

which we are confident will be an eastern U.S. icon moving west to rave reviews.”
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Greater Philadelphia visits the Capital

Regional business leaders and local executives will congregate in the nation’s capital to

discuss pressing business issues regional Congressional delegation at Chamber Day on April

14, 2005. Nearly 70 Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce members will travel with

Chamber public policy staff to Washington, D.C. to advance the business community’s

agenda, develop key governmental relationships, and understand the intentions of the region’s

Congressional members.  Sponsors will voice their issues and activities in a booklet

distributed among participants and the delegation.

An open forum with United States Senators and the House of Representatives will afford 

each government official a 15-minute opportunity to explore regional and national issues with 

a concluding question and answer session. 

For more information on Chamber Day, please contact Anselm Sauter at 215.790.3613 or

asauter@philachamber.com.
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Become a GPCC Ambassador!

Remember how nervous you were the first time you networked at a Greater Philadelphia 

Chamber of Commerce event?

The questions racing through your head: Whom do I talk to? How do I start a conversation? 

Did I remember my business cards? Is my tie too flashy?

Many businesspeople are tentative to network in an unfamiliar business setting. GPCC 

Ambassadors will attend Chamber events and guide their assigned new members through 

their initial networking opportunities. The dedicated Ambassador volunteers will be able to 

share their regional prowess and gain exposure for their companies in the emerging business 

climate. As Ambassadors initiate introductory conversations, the new members will feel 

welcomed by the Chamber membership and acknowledged by the business community. 

These devoted volunteers become resources to help these new companies increase their 

business in Greater Philadelphia.

GPCC Ambassadors will show new Chamber members that they and their companies are 

steadfast advocates of regional business advancement. As you guide new members through 

their often-overwhelming preliminary networking events, they can see how devoted you and 

your company are to helping them succeed. In turn, you will develop your own business 

network. Your company will also be recognized on the Chamber website as designated 

Ambassadors, displaying your commitment to business growth to the Chamber membership.

GPCC encourages companies that have been Chamber members for more than one year to 

apply for this supportive program. We offer this opportunity to members who wish to 

continue their active GPCC participation or those who are looking for a vehicle to increase 

their involvement. Please contact Kelly Dougherty at kdougherty@philachamber.com or 

215-790-3773 for further details or to request an application. Due to limited space, a 

completed application does not guarantee acceptance to the program.
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Philadelphia Fans are Game 

Baseball fans can almost taste hot dogs fresh off the grill and smell glove oil in the air. 

The season is finally here and with a new manager, an overhauled coaching staff and a 

powerful starting lineup, the Philadelphia Phillies have their sights on post-season success. 

The Phillies are partnering with the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce to kick off 

their season at the annual Phillies Opening Day Luncheon to introduce the new team to their 

most dedicated fans and the regional business community. 

With 1,300 members of the business community expected to welcome the team at the

Pennsylvania Convention Center on April 6, 2005, the luncheon will feature video highlights

and an up-close-and-personal look at this year’s Phillies squad. Enthusiastic Philadelphia fans

are energized to greet a talented team that contributes to the city’s powerful sports legacy.

Boasting a new, world-class ballpark, Citizens Bank Park, which created thousands of 

construction jobs for local residents, the Phillies drew a crowd of more than 3.3 million fans 

last season, with many more following them on radio and television.  This year the

excitement continues as the Phillies welcome new Manager Charlie Manuel, as well as 

recently acquired All-Stars Jon Lieber and Kenny Lofton.  Plus, fan favorites such as Jim

Thome, Bobby Abreu, Jimmy Rollins and Billy Wagner will all be returning for action. 

Drawing visitors from across the nation who help support Philadelphia’s local vendors and

tourism industry, the Phillies embody the spirit of the city with such ballpark features as

“Taste of Philly” concession stands and a giant Liberty Bell that rings after every Phillies

home run. Even the ballpark itself was designed to mimic Philadelphia-style architecture.  As

tourists visit the region to attend a Phillies game, their spending before, during and after the

games helps create jobs and tax revenues throughout the city.

For more information about the Phillies Opening Day Luncheon, please email

cfishman@philachamber.com
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CUT THE BPT!

The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce’s efforts to improve our city and region
through tax reform will be intensifying in April as Philadelphia City Council considers the
FY06 budget—specifically bills that will reduce and/or eventually eliminate the business
privilege tax (BPT).

The business privilege tax, combined with the city wage tax, has been a major factor in
businesses leaving the city and has been a detriment in attracting new business. By
taxing both net income and gross receipts, the BPT suppresses job growth and company
expansion.

Currently, there are two bills before Council: one, proposed by the mayor, calls for a
significant one-year cut in the gross receipts portion only of the BPT, and any further
reductions would be reviewed at budget time in subsequent years. The alternate proposal
of City Councilman Michael Nutter would gradually reduce both the net income and gross
receipts taxes leading toward a complete phase-out by 2018. We believe that the Nutter
proposal is more business-friendly and is the right course of action to entice businesses
and jobs back to the city.

This is a critical issue. The Chamber is asking its members to be vocal and demonstrative
by writing as well as visiting with Council members so that they clearly understand the
adverse effect the BPT has on the economic well being of the city and ultimately, the
region.

The Chamber is reconstituting its Tax Reform Coalition and will be out front on the BPT
issue until passage. In the coming weeks, we will embark on a campaign throughout
Philadelphia neighborhoods to raise awareness of the negative impact of this tax.

All employees and businesses in Philadelphia feel the effects of the city’s oppressive tax
structure. It is incumbent upon us all to make our voices heard and demand that City
Council take significant steps to lasting, meaningful tax reform by voting to eliminate the
business privilege tax.
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Please join us in welcoming our New Members to the Chamber. New Members mean new 

contacts, new member-to-member discounts, and potential new business. Be sure to check 

out who joined this month* and every month and help support your fellow members.

Check out who joined this month!

A Pioneer Moving Systems

Adventure Aquarium

AVAX Technology, Inc.

Boundless LLC

Choice Nannies

Christopher J. Wright

City of Hope

CSS Test Inc.

DoubleStar, Inc.

Edwin E. Ellis Phd

FedEx Kinkos

Festival Food Management

Georges

Gouvernement Du Quebec

Holiday Inn

Internet Capital Group

Itabula, LLC

Jeff Stat Training Center

Keystone Financial Home Loans

Koga USA

Laser Video Corporation

Magique Bath Brew

Medical Hair Restoration

Michael H. Rosenthal, Attorney at Law

Nextep Consultants

Paradigm Associates

Patriot Housing, Inc.

Philadelphia Developmental Disabilities Corp.

Premiere Global Services

Presbyterian Children Village Services

Princeton Resource Group

Republic First Bank

Restaurant Advisory Services

Send-Ice-Cream.com

Signature Restaurants by George Perrier

Softmart

South Jersey Industries, Inc.

Spackleit Services, LLC

Stone Edge Technologies, Inc.

The McKissick Group, Inc.

The Pennsylvania Trust Company

The Training Center

Voice Net Communications

Wanamaker Ticket Office

Wealth and Tax Advisory Services, Inc.
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The Chamber has more than 5,500 members representing every industry. Check out some 

of your colleagues.

*Members are pulled on a monthly basis on the 15th of each month. If your company joined

after the 28th, you will be featured in next month’s issue.

**Featured members are selected by the GPCC News editorial staff.
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Arden Theatre Company Presents, a Co-production with Actors Theatre of Louisville, Fences

By August Wilson, Directed by Timothy Douglas, March 3 – April 3, 2005

2005 SUBARU CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL OF GREATER PHILADELPHIA

Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey® Circus at The Crayola FACTORY®.

Thomas C. Zipfel has been named one of the Philadelphia Business Journal's "40 under 40"

SearchTec Now Offers Electronic Document Preparation and Recording

Hangley Aronchick Segal & Pudlin Attorney Appointed to the Professional Women's 

Roundtable Board of Directors

Rockwell Collins Taps MCA Solutions

Best of Interactive ADDY goes to Paragraph

PENNSYLVANIANS FOR MODERN COURTS PRESENTS: A Forum on "Communicating with 

Judicial Candidates"

WorkReady Summit to Provide Training for Thousands of Philadelphia Youth 

Join the Center City District for the second Summer In The City Corporate Volleyball 

Tournament! 

MICHAEL G. CHERKASKY, MARSH, AND PATRICK G. RYAN, AON, HEADLINE RIMS 2005 

TUESDAY KEYNOTE PANEL IN PHILADELPHIA

EARLY STAGE EAST TO HONOR GPVG EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT 2005 VENTURE CAPITAL 

CONFERENCE

GFO Consulting To Assist Voxware, Inc. in Sarbanes-Oxley Compliance

http://www.philachamber.com/newsletter/archives/2005/04/releases/press/ArdenTheatreCompanyRelease.pdf
http://www.philachamber.com/newsletter/archives/2005/04/releases/press/CherryBlossom.pdf
http://www.philachamber.com/newsletter/archives/2005/04/releases/press/CrayolaRelease.pdf
http://www.philachamber.com/newsletter/archives/2005/04/releases/press/CSPGFRelease.pdf
http://www.philachamber.com/newsletter/archives/2005/04/releases/press/ERecordingsPressRelease.pdf
http://www.philachamber.com/newsletter/archives/2005/04/releases/press/HASPRelease.pdf
http://www.philachamber.com/newsletter/archives/2005/04/releases/press/MCASolutionsRelease.pdf
http://www.philachamber.com/newsletter/archives/2005/04/releases/press/ParagraphRelease.pdf
http://www.philachamber.com/newsletter/archives/2005/04/releases/press/PMC-Release.pdf
http://www.philachamber.com/newsletter/archives/2005/04/releases/press/PressForChamber.pdf
http://www.philachamber.com/newsletter/archives/2005/04/releases/press/RIMSRelease.pdf
http://www.philachamber.com/newsletter/archives/2005/04/releases/press/ArdenTheatreCompanyRelease.pdf
http://www.philachamber.com/newsletter/archives/2005/04/releases/press/SuzyCarneyRelease.pdf
http://www.philachamber.com/newsletter/archives/2005/04/releases/press/VoxwarePressRelease.pdf.pdf
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2005 Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival of Greater Philadelphia, April 1 - 16

Now two weeks long, Festival celebrates spring and the culture, craft, and cuisine of 

Japan

Leave winter behind and welcome the return of spring at the 2005 Subaru Cherry Blossom

Festival of Greater Philadelphia, April 1 through 16. This year’s Festival — expanded to two

weeks of events across the region — offers dozens of chances to explore Japanese culture,

from delicious cuisine and delicate craft to traditional customs and awe-inspiring

performances.

This year’s Festival features taiko drumming and dance performances, martial arts

demonstrations, tea ceremonies, events centered on sushi and sake, and children’s story

hours at local libraries. New for 2005 are a stylish Sake Tasting Festival and a week of

mid-day events at the Liberty Place rotunda in Center City. Most events are free. Complete

event listings, performance schedules, and ticket information are available at

www.jasgp.org/sakura. 

The centerpiece of this year’s Festival is Sakura Sunday, held on April 10 at the Horticulture

Center in Fairmount Park. Named for the Japanese word for cherry blossom, Sakura Sunday

will feature drumming and dance performances, martial arts, calligraphy, shiatsu, origami

and kite making workshops, a tea ceremony, and a greeting from Japan’s Cherry Blossom

Queen.

Sakura Sunday visitors can also tour Shofuso, a 16th century style Japanese house and

garden, and soak in the fleeting beauty and creamy colors of the cherry blossoms, the

perfect canopy for a picnic. Mayor John Street will make a proclamation honoring the

Festival and a brief ceremony will mark this year’s planting of 100 cherry trees in Fairmount

Park.

Highlights of the 2005 Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival of Greater Philadelphia also include:

New this year, a Sake Tasting Festival on April 6 at Loews Philadelphia featuring 

high quality sakes imported from sake microbreweries throughout Japan.

http://www.piccari.com/
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A Sushi Spectacular at Roy's Philadelphia on April 11, featuring some of Japan's 

most renowned master sushi chefs who will prepare ornate sushi creations.

Tamagawa Taiko, from Japan's top performing arts university, performing 

thunderous taiko drumming and traditional and modern Japanese dance at Sakura 

Sunday and at various locations throughout the Festival.

The Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival Gala and Silent Auction at the Union 

League on April 16, featuring kagamibiraki, a traditional sake barrel breaking 

ceremony and performances of traditional shakuhachi and koto music.

The 2005 Subaru Cherry Blossom Festival of Greater Philadelphia, a project of the Japan

America Society of Greater Philadelphia (JASGP), is the yearly culmination of an initiative to

beautify Philadelphia by annually planting and maintaining 100 cherry trees in Fairmount Park.

JASGP has planted 700 trees since 1998. The project continues a legacy established in 1926

when the Japanese government donated cherry trees to Philadelphia in honor of America’s

sesquicentennial.

For more information and a complete calendar of Festival events, visit 

www.jasgp.org/sakura.
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National Arts & Business Council Inc. and Americans for the Arts Merge Operations

The Arts & Business Council of Greater Philadelphia, an affiliate of the Greater Philadelphia 

Chamber of Commerce since 1981 is now a chapter of the Arts & Business Council of 

Americans for the Arts. 

This change in the Council’s national affiliation is due to a recent milestone event – when it

was announced that Americans for the Arts (based in Washington D. C.) and Arts &

Business Council Inc. (which had headquarters in New York City) merged operations,

creating the largest advocacy group for the arts in America. 

Americans for the Arts is a national leading nonprofit organization for advancing the arts in 

America and has led national public-sector advocacy efforts for many years.  The national

Arts & Business Council Inc. is the oldest arts and business partnership association in the 

world, with 17 chapters in the U.S. and four affiliate partners in the United Kingdom. 

“This merger will result in an enhanced effort to secure increased private sector funding for

the arts,” explained Karen B. Davis, president & CEO, Arts & Business Council of Greater

Philadelphia.  “Americans for the Arts will now also focus its attention on the private sector

where the Arts & Business Council Inc. has been a leader in advancing arts and business

partnerships.  By combining the resources and programming initiatives of these two national

organizations, we will develop new private sector-based publications, services, and programs

designed to increase awareness of the arts among corporate leaders.  Locally, the end result

is that we will now be better equipped to create mutually beneficial relationships between

business and the arts across the Greater Philadelphia Region.” 

For more information, visit www.artsandbusiness-phila.org.
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AICC Hosts US-Israel Briefing with Sherwin Pomerantz, Pennsylvania and Delaware 

Trade Representative in the Middle East

On Friday, April 1st at noon at the offices of Deloitte and Touche LLP, Philadelphia,

Pennsylvania and Delaware Trade Representative Sherwin Pomerantz will examine economic

opportunities in Israel’s new political environment.  Palestinian elections, divestment issues,

return of the Jordanian and Egyptian Ambassadors to Israel, and the establishment of a

qualified industrial zone in Egypt are developments that affect Israel’s economy.  Learnabout 

the current situation in the region and best prospects for business connections there. Fee: 

Members-$25, Non-Members-$30 (Lunch included). For reservations, call AICC at 

215-790-3722 or send an e-mail to aicc@gpcc.com

America-Israel Chamber of Commerce Partners with Sovereign Bank, SEI 

Investments, Amidex35 Mutual Fund, BDY Ventures and Haverford College to 

present Israel Investment Seminar

On Sunday, April 10th from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. at Haverford College, the America-Israel

Chamber of Commerce will orient individual and institutions alike on investment options in

Israel’s public and private markets.  The program, sponsored by Haverford College and the

Teaf Business Society features panelist from SEI Investments, a publicly-traded investment

company that analyzes international emerging market funds, Amidex35 Mutual Fund,

comprised of Israeli companies traded on the Tel Aviv and NYSE, and BDY Ventures a

private firm that invests in Israeli companies.  Fred Sherman, Chief Economist, Sovereign

Bank, is moderating the program.

Admission is free and the public is encouraged to participate. If you would like to reserve a 

space, please call AICC at 215-790-3722 or send an e-mail to aicc@gpcc.com
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2005 Mid-Atlantic Venture Conference

Featured Company Recruiting Campaign Starts Now!

Since 1988, the Mid-Atlantic Venture Conference (MAVC), a production of the Greater

Philadelphia Venture Group, has been the destination of choice for entrepreneurs and private

equity professionals from the eastern United States and beyond. The 2005 MAVC will take

place on October 17 & 18 at the Pennsylvania Convention Center, Philadelphia.  The MAVC is

the opportunity for leading investors to find the most promising emerging and growth

companies, and for pioneering entrepreneurs to make the connections that empower their

companies to become tomorrow’s business leaders. From 1998 to 2003, MAVC Featured

Companies have raised over $2.6 billion in early- to later-stage funding. The foundation of

the MAVC’s success has been and continues to be the quality of the Featured Companies. 

There are many reasons why attending the Mid-Atlantic Venture Conference is so 

important: 

• Philadelphia’s investment market has been one of the most stable markets for the past 20

years—be a part of investment opportunities presented at the MAVC;

• Network with industry heavyweights, including a diverse audience of private equity, angel,

and venture professionals;

• Be featured in one of the Greater Philadelphia region’s most prestigious private equity

events; and

• Be a part of the fast-paced and energetic environment of the MAVC, the oldest venture

conference in the United States.

To get the campaign started, the MAVC will be hosting Featured Company Series (FCS)

events.   These events are structured to facilitate networking between potential MAVC

Featured Companies and invited MAVC Sponsoring Venture Capital firms.  The FCS will also

educate all attendees on the Venture Conference and the Greater Philadelphia private equity
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community.  The next event in the series will feature Serial Entrepreneur Mel Baiada. Mr.

Baiada has emerged as one of the most successful technology entrepreneurs in the last 10 

years. From the start-up of Bluestone in 1989, through its IPO in 1999, and the eventual sale 

to Hewlett Packard in 2001, he has demonstrated a superb ability to recognize business 

opportunities, attract capital and talented employees, and profitability exit an information 

technology company investment.

Do you have what it takes to join the elite ranks of past Featured Companies such 

as Mothers Work (MWRK), Cephalon, Inc. (CEPH) and Blackboard (BBBB)? If so, visit 

www.mavc.org to start your 2005 MAVC Featured Company application!
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Bank of America donates $27,000 to the American Cancer Society’s Coaches Versus

Cancer

Bank of America has become a leading partner of the American Cancer Society through the 

Coaches vs. Cancer initiative.  As the Presenting Sponsor of the 7th annual Coaches vs.

Cancer March Madness Tip-Off Breakfast, Bank of America donated $27,000 to the fight 

against cancer.  The breakfast event generated more than $60,000 for the American Cancer

Society.

“My associates and I couldn’t be more pleased to team up with Coach Dunphy, Coach

Martelli and the other four Division One men’s coaches in their effort to defeat cancer,” said

Daniel K. Fitzpatrick, president, Bank of America, Pennsylvania. 

Coaches vs. Cancer is a national initiative designed to connect college basketball coaches

with the American Cancer Society’s life-saving work.  Last year, Philadelphia Coaches vs.

Cancer raised over $500,000 through a series of events including: the March Madness

Tip-Off Breakfast, the BasketBall (black-tie gala), and the Golf Classic.  This year, they

have set their fundraising goal at $1 million. 

Would you like to help the Coaches achieve their goal?  There are still tickets available for

the second annual Coaches vs. Cancer BasketBall, presented by Independence Blue Cross. 

The black-tie affair and auction, held on May 7th at the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the

Bellevue, will bring together more than 700 of Philadelphia’s senior business leaders to

support the Coaches’ effort to find a cure for cancer.  For more information about how your

company can become a player, contact Alyssa Cherkin at 215.985.5366, or

acherkin@cancer.org.

“Too many have been touched by this disease.  As coaches, we can help raise awareness;

but the leaders of the Philadelphia corporate community are the real heroes.  Their financial

support is the reason we are making a difference in the fight against cancer,” said Dunphy,

Chairman of the Coaches vs. Cancer National Council.
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Thursday, March 3rd, the Coaches hosted the leading corporate partners of Coaches vs. Cancer at the Philadelphia Stock

Exchange to ring the opening bell.  The event marked the start of the Coaches vs. Cancer ‘spring season’, with the March 14th

Breakfast and the BasketBall on May 7th.  Pictured here from left to right are:  Neil Hartman (Comcast SportsNet), Dan

Carrigan (Philadelphia Stock Exchange), Jay Wright (Coach, Villanova University), Daniel K. Fitzpatrick (Bank of America), Fran

Dunphy (Coach, University of Pennsylvania), Thomas J. Doll (Subaru of America), Phil Martelli (Coach, Saint Joseph's University),

and Donald Resnick (Acorn Development).  Not pictured: Joseph Frick (Independence Blue Cross). Coaches Bruiser Flint (Drexel

University), John Chaney (Temple University), and John Giannini (La Salle University) were traveling with their teams.

Next >>
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Penn Sportservice: Not the traditional fundraiser

Car washes, bake sales, silent auctions, and raffles—all are antiquated ideas that no longer

meet the needs of modern non-profit organizations.

Penn Sportservice Inc., the concessionaire at the Eagles’ home stadium Lincoln Financial

Field, delivers an innovative way for non-profit organizations to enhance their fundraising

efforts with anything-but-old-fashioned hard work.  Non-profits are equipped to operate the

stadium’s concession stands during events to raise money for their groups. By selling food

and drinks during Eagles’ football games, men’s and women’s soccer tournaments, concerts,

NCAA National Lacrosse Championships and the Army/Navy Game, non-profits can use their

volunteer time to raise a substantial amount of money.

The organization must commit at least 10 employees at each of 10 different events, acting 

as cashiers, cooks, runners, and support personnel.  The non-profit is guaranteed a minimum

amount per volunteer per game or the commission from food and drink sales, whichever 

results with the higher value. Each group will earn additional money for each member that 

attends the required training program and also for each event that a referred group works. 

The non-profits also have the opportunity to take home bonuses at the end of the football 

season if the group has satisfied all specified requirements.

Sportservice Corporation offers organizations across the country the opportunity to raise 

funds with accounts including the Buffalo Bills, Chicago Bears, Cleveland Browns, San Diego 

Padres and St. Louis Cardinals.  Penn Sportservice has successfully assisted church groups,

sports teams, band boosters, fraternal organizations, Boy and Girl Scouts, Shriners and 

Knights of Columbus. 

For more information, please contact Doug Harris at dharris@dncinc.com or call 267.570.4168
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