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Welcome to the September 2004 Edition of GPCCNews.

Read this month's In Focus for a spotlight on “Project Management Tools for Successful Project

Management,” an article written by GPCC Member, Trauner Consulting. You will learn tips about

project management tools and maintaining a schedule will help you finish projects faster and on

budget.

Inside this month's In The Know, it's back to school time! Read about GPCC's programs that

help contribute to the betterment of the region's schools and education and how you can take

advantage of a program that can send you back to school for free! Learn about one of the

GPCC's newest programs, County Breakfast Series. Seven county breakfast forums will be held in

late October, which explore the issue of how county cooperation can sharpen Greater

Philadelphia's competitive edge. What's more, this fall the GPCC welcomes Soni Dimond and her

dynamic program entitled “Life's a Pitch ™”, on October 26th . If you're interested in giving back

to the arts, learn about how you can become active in Business Volunteers for the Arts.

In The Community features the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society as our Community Member of

the Month. In the Corporate Cares section, learn how local businesses are contributing to

non-profit organizations in the area.

To find out who recently joined the Chamber, click on New Members. And, get the latest update

on the Chamber's public policy activities and initiatives in the Executive Summary. 

Note: Let us know what you're reading. Using the navigation tabs at the top of your screen

instead of the back button lets us know what you're reading, so we can ultimately give you more

of what you want. 

http://www.philachamber.com
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Advertise! Build more exposure for your company and drive hits to your website. Purchase ad space in the

NEW! Chamber Flash Box for month long exposure to GPCC News subscribers and website visitors. You can

potentially reach the 2,000 web visitors that link to this newsletter each month as well as the full Chamber

subscription list.

*Now available! Website Ads. Special discounts on multiple month & combination pages. Call 215-790-3665

for more details.

Submit an article! Do you have an interesting perspective from which to approach a new or well-known

business issue? Can you shed light on a controversial topic relating to your industry? Would you like to give

your fellow Chamber members a business tip that can save or earn them extra time and money? Submit an

article to be published in this newsletter to enhance your recognition and influence potential or existing

clients. 

Community Profiles. We would like to feature your community enrichment programs. Please tell us about a

community initiative with which your company is involved, and we may highlight your company’s contributions

as a philanthropic leader. Email bkahora@philachamber.com for details.

Host, Boast & Post! Promote a company achievement, event or sale at absolutely no cost to you. Just click on

the Bulletin Board & Member Discounts link on the Chamber’s website, enter your email address, company

code* and post immediately!!!

*If you do not have your company code but are registered in our system, your code will be emailed to you. If

your email address is not registered, contact ptoner@philachamber.com.
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AGENDA ITEM No.1 Tax reform

Philadelphia City Council's last action before recessing for the summer was to give the Greater 

Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce and the Philadelphia business community a mixed victory in 

our efforts to reform the city's tax structure. Although Council approved deeper wage tax 

reductions, a measure to gradually reduce the business privilege tax was defeated.

Now that Council has reconvened, tax reform is once again a lead issue on the agenda thanks to 

stalwart leaders like Council President Anna Verna, Brian O'Neill and Michael Nutter, with whom 

the Chamber met over the summer recess. The Chamber will be focused and working with 

leaders in Council on continued tax reform and, in particular, the reduction and gradual 

elimination of the 6.5 percent business privilege tax, which is imperative to attracting new 

businesses and retaining companies established in Philadelphia.

We are hopeful that legislation will soon be introduced to address the business privilege tax and 

we will be reaching to our membership to rally support in this effort. The business community 

can play a central role by writing or emailing City Council representatives, or by participating in 

the public hearing process.

For many years, improving the city's tax structure has been a cornerstone of the Chamber's

agenda. Now that influential members in City Council have become passionately involved in this 

effort, we intend to take full advantage of the opportunity to enact meaningful tax reform.

<< Back
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Powerful Tools for Successful Project Management

Whether you are an entrepreneur, leader in a large corporation, or fall somewhere in between,

proper use of project management tools can help you successfully deliver large tasks or projects

on time and within budget. Unlike other management trends, project management is founded on a

proven record in the segments of the working world where it has long been used with success,

like the construction industry. With a little training and practice you can apply their proven

methods to your work, too.

What is Project Management?

Project management is both a process and a set of tools and techniques concerned with defining

the project's goal, planning all the work to reach the goal, leading the project and support teams,

monitoring progress, and seeing to it that the project is completed in a satisfactory way. The

key term in this definition is the word “project.” A project is a specific product, event, or

outcome; it is not an ongoing process. For example, the operation of the HR department is not a

project; it's an ongoing process. Implementation of a new health insurance program, however, is

not ongoing. It is a particular event or outcome – a project. Many of the things we do every day

are best viewed as projects; from the mundane – preparing dinner – to the complex – developing

a new drug and getting it approved by the FDA. The advantage of seeing an objective in this light

is that it allows you to immediately recognize the need for the proven management tools

common to project work, enhancing your chances for success.

What are Project Management Tools?

Project managers typically manage three basic project characteristics – the scope or extent of

the work, including the quality of the work; the cost of the work; and the time to complete the

project. Of all the tools in the project manager's tool belt, the project schedule is often the most

useful. In order to prepare a reasonable schedule for a project, it is important to know at least

two things – what needs to be done and the resources available. If you know the resources

required, you also, essentially, know the costs associated with the effort. Consequently,

contained within the schedule are the three most important aspects of a project that the project

manager is tasked with managing – scope, cost, and time. The usefulness and, hence, the power

of a project schedule is derived from the schedule's ability to absorb and make sense of

http://www.philachamber.com
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enormous amounts of information, to make the complexities of the project accessible to all

participants, and to allow the project manager to juggle these considerations with a single

management tool.

Modern schedules are based on a scheduling technique developed in the Philadelphia region during

the 1950s, called Critical Path Method Scheduling (CPM.) Most significant construction projects in

the world now use CPM schedules to manage time. Many expanded the management tasks

assigned to the project schedule to include resource management, cost management, and

document control. It can also be accessed through project-specific websites, giving all project

participants real-time information on the status of the project. These highly integrated,

user-friendly project management systems, though adopted most widely by the construction

industry, have equal application in other industries and for many kinds of public and private

organizations – basically anybody involved in project oriented tasks.

If used properly, a schedule is a great tool to help you manage projects. A CPM schedule can

significantly enhance your chance for success. To learn more about schedules and other project

management techniques, feel free to email me at scott.lowe@traunerconsulting.com.

Scott Lowe 

Trauner Consulting Services. Inc. 

Scott Lowe is a recognized expert in project management and scheduling.  He has assisted clients throughout

the nation with avoiding and mitigating construction delays.
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In honor of the 3rd anniversary of September 11, 2001, the

Southeastern Pennsylvania American Red Cross has partnered

with the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce to collect

emergency supplies for our community's vulnerable low-income population. Assembling the

supplies needed to adequately safeguard an individual or family against disaster should be a step

that all citizens take.

Why is having a Disaster Supplies Kit critical? After a disaster, first responders and relief

workers are actively working to secure the disaster scene and aid all parties needing help.

However, they cannot reach everyone at the same time, and not all of our citizens have the

resources to put together a complete or productive kit, especially low-income families,

homebound and elderly. This effort is underway to ensure as many as possible are prepared with

emergency supplies should a person find themselves without basic services such as electricity,

gas, water or telephone.

What is a Disaster Supplies Kit? A Disaster Supplies Kit consists of items that an individual or

family would need for an immediate evacuation or a shelter-in-place situation with a 3-day or

less duration.

What items are being collected in the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce

Emergency Supplies Drive?

Bottled Water

Battery Operated Flashlight 

Battery Operated Radio 

Batteries (all sizes) 

First Aid Kits 

Non-Electric Can Openers 

Small pad of Paper 

Pen/Pencil 

Matches 

Plastic Ziploc bags-very small as well as Gallon Sized

http://www.philachamber.com
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New Blankets

Mylar Blankets

Our goal is to provide emergency supplies for upward of 1000 of Philadelphia's citizens-a big step

toward making Philadelphians ready for anything. For more information on our organization, visit

www.sepavoad.org. 

Please join this Business outreach effort by donating emergency supply items to the Chamber,

9am to 4pm on Friday, September 10, 2004. Contact Jennifer Pardis, VOAD Volunteer Coordinator

at 215-299-4061 to make alternate arracngement. The Chamber is located at 200 South Broad

Street, Suite 700, Philadelphia, PA 19102.
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It's Back to School Time, Again!

The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce is currently working on key educational and

workforce development initiatives with corporate community partnerships in the region. Learn

more about our educational and workforce development initiatives as well as a tuition credit for

yourself at Community College of Philadelphia. 

Historically, the Chamber has supported numerous individual initiatives designed to promote

educational achievement and youth workforce development including:

Business Mentoring Youth

Education Works Philadelphia

Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce Annual Job Fair

Philadelphia's Children First Fund

Shadowing Day

Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work

WorkReady Philadelphia

The 300,000+ Philadelphia public school students deserve the best possible education. Whether

they are in the public or private school systems, the future of the region depends upon the

quality of the education provided to them. Through the strong commitment and participation of a

great many individuals and organizations in education, governmental, civic, labor, and business

communities our students can reach their potential. Get involved today and make a difference.

 

Business Mentoring Youth (BMY) 

www.philamentor.com 

Business Mentoring Youth is a work-based mentoring program that introduces 10th grade

students from Philadelphia's high schools to small businesses and organizations in their

community. The goal of Business Mentoring Youth is to give students hands on experience in the

workplace and to help them develop life skills: teamwork, goal setting, time management,

communication and an introduction to technology. To become a mentor or for more information

about BMY, visit www.philamentor.com , or call 215-790-3732.

 

http://www.philachamber.com
http://www.philamentor.com
http://www.philamentor.com
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Education Works Philadelphia

www.educationworksphila.com 

Education Works Philadelphia is a clearinghouse for businesses to make tax-deductible donations

of supplies, equipment, services and other materials to teachers and students in the School

District of Philadelphia. The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce has partnered with The

Philadelphia Coca Cola Bottling Company, The School District of Philadelphia and Philadelphia's

Children First Fund to promote and facilitate this much needed resource and venture for our

region. This year the focus is performing and creative/visual arts. If you are interested in

donating supplies or becoming a partner of this important program please visit

www.educationworksphila.com.

 

First Class Program 

If you always wanted to go to college, here's a great way to take a college credit course of your

choice. It's quick. It's easy. And, it's free to Philadelphia residents. If you live outside

Philadelphia, you still receive a valuable tuition credit. It's the First Class Program, sponsored by

the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce, the Philadelphia Convention and Visitors Bureau, 

and Community College of Philadelphia.

How It Works: If you work for an organization that belongs to the participating agencies, and if

you have never taken a college credit course, you can take part in the First Class Program. All 

First Class participants receive a tuition credit of $312, which is based on a cost of $87 per

credit. ($312 is equal to the total cost of a standard three-credit course for Philadelphia

residents.) The tuition only rates at Community College of Philadelphia are $87 per credit for

Philadelphia residents; twice that amount for other Pennsylvanians; and three times that amount

for non-Pennsylvanians. There is also a $3.00 per credit College fee and $14.00 per credit

technology fee. 

Participants are responsible for all costs not covered by the $312 tuition credit. These include a

$5 charge for courses at neighborhood sites, costs for courses that are more than three credits,

and any non-resident tuition costs.

To take part in First Class, review the course list and choose one that interests you. Then, fill

out the special First Class application form, include any necessary payment, and send all

materials to the address provided on the application. For payment information, please call the

College Cashier's Office at (215) 751-8135. 

Application Forms can also be picked up at the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce.

 

Innovations in Education Conference

Drexel University

October 7-8, 2004

The School District of Philadelphia invites you to embark on a journey of insight and discovery at

the first national conference highlighting the District's successful partnership initiatives.

In the past two years, the School District of Philadelphia has taken bold and creative steps to

http://www.educationworksphila.com
http://www.educationworksphila.com
http://www.educationworksphila.com
http://www.pcvb.org/
http://www.ccp.edu/site/
http://www.phila.k12.pa.us/offices/development/innovations/index.htm
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implement No Child Left Behind reforms. Key to the success has been cultivating diverse and

strategic public/private partnerships that have created new schools, improved existing ones and

generated millions of dollars in services and resources for our schools, students and teachers.

 

Read to Me

In October 2004, the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce in partnership with Bank of

America and the School District of Philadelphia will present the Read to Me Literacy Program

geared toward pre-kindergarteners. Bank of America will take the lead in engaging the regional

business and community leaders to support Read to Me by reading a child's book to a pre-k class

in a designated school and providing a $300 contribution to fund a classroom collection of books.

The program will ultimately provide pre-kindergarteners with quality books to read with their

parents/caregivers, every night of the school year. All this will occur in a special one-day event

with a kick-off breakfast for all participating executives in October 2004. If you know a business

leader interested in becoming a storyteller for the Read to Me Literacy Program please contact

Chermaina Roundtree at 215.790.3790 or email croundtree@philachamber.com.

 

WorkReady Philadelphia 

www.workreadyphila.com 

WorkReady Philadelphia is a citywide, year-round effort to provide 14 to 21 year old youth with

the preparation they need to succeed in the world of work. WorkReady Philadelphia is building the

infrastructure to support a citywide youth workforce development system that will prepare ALL

of our young people to become productive citizens. Hundreds of employers , youth-serving

organizations , public agencies, foundations and individuals participate in and support WorkReady

through a variety of programs including Youth Works, Shadowing Day, Take our Daughters and

Sons to Work; and Business Mentoring Youth. Get involved today by emailing

bsaverino@philachamber.com to become a Corporate Community Partner.
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County Breakfast Series

Separately, Northern Delaware, Southern New Jersey, and Southeastern Pennsylvania are very

attractive places to do business. Together, they frame a dynamic region worthy of international

attention.

Each county in the tri-state Greater Philadelphia region is tied to another by economy, commuting

patterns, places of interest, and common issues. This fall, the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of

Commerce is going on the road to seven counties in the region to encourage regional cooperation

through the County Breakfast Series.

County Breakfast Series will bring together business and community leaders to organize around

the idea that local growth is dependent on strengthening our regional business identity and

capitalizing on our regional assets.

Philadelphia, Bucks, Chester, Delaware and Montgomery County will each host a breakfast

meeting, and the two remaining conferences will be held in South Jersey and Northern Delaware.

Topics will range from examining the elements of successful regions and the challenges facing

each county, to how our region rates with others throughout the county and initiatives underway

at the Chamber to promote and improve our region.

County Breakfast Series will culminate on December 1, 2004 at the State of the Region program.

For the first time ever, high-ranking elected officials from each state in the region will provide

comment on the information gathered during the County Breakfast Series and offer their

assessments of the role they can play in a region-wide growth agenda.

The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce wishes to thank Wachovia for their sponsorship

of both the County Breakfast Series and the State of the Region program. Look for your invitation

to arrive in the coming weeks. 

<< Back
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Building the Client Relationship: “Life's A Pitch!”™ with Soni Dimond

A business basic is to know your customer, but getting to know them and establishing long-term

client relationships can prove challenging. Discover how you can create long-lasting, productive,

positive relationships.

Soni Dimond, an accomplished author and “promote-ability” expert with more than 25 years of

global media relations and communications training experience, gets to the root of relationship

sales in her soon-to-be released book “Life's A Pitch!™: From Hosting to Toasting… From News

to Schmooze.”

The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce will feature Soni at a “Life's A Pitch!”™ seminar 

on Tuesday, October 26, 2004, 8:00 a.m., where she will detail the philosophy behind her book

and introduce proven techniques to approach people, news organizations, and social situations.

Soni's “Life's A Pitch!”™ skill-building tips can be used in nearly all situations, encouraging

business people to develop their natural abilities to sell themselves or their products. Seminar

attendees will learn unique methods to improve confidence and make a very favorable impression

on their clientele or their audience.

“Life's A Pitch!”™ emphasizes “soft skills” —mastering the little things that matter most to

business people — whether it's remembering someone's name or using the proper words and

cadence. Soni also stresses the need for effective communication and preparedness when making

presentations or attending sales meetings.

Attendees at “Life's A Pitch!”™ are sure to discover what governors, CEOs, global industry

leaders, and Fortune 100 company executives all have: Soni Dimond's seminars are lessons in

strategy that translate to success!

The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce wishes to thank National Penn Bank, UPS, and

The UPS Store for their support of the Soni Dimond “Life's A Pitch”™ program.

<< Back
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Professional Development

Last Chance to Register for BVA Fall Training!

There's still time to register and be involved with Business

Volunteers for the Arts® (BVA), a program of the Arts &

Business Council of Greater Philadelphia. Through BVA, the

Council places executives as volunteer management consultants

with arts and cultural organizations.

Prior to being placed with an arts organization, executives participate in the BVA Leadership

Training, which familiarizes participants with the vibrant arts community in the region and

prepares them to be effective consultants.

Deadline for applications is Friday, September 17 . 

Fall training session is Saturday, October 16.

Submit your BVA application at www.artsandbusiness-phila.org/bva/becomebva.asp or contact

Stuart Adair at 215.790.3621 or sadair@philachamber.com for more information.

Get involved! 

Train with other executives who share a love for the arts

Learn about the region's dynamic arts and cultural community 

Consult on a management issue within your professional specialty (strategic planning,

finance/accounting, human resources, marketing, and public relations)

Cultivate your management skills in a creative, challenging, nonprofit environment

Become a more adept and persuasive leader 

Help an arts organization meet its operational challenges 

Expand your professional networks

So sharpen your pencils and sharpen your skills! Register today for BVA fall training.

BVA operates in 15 cities nationwide and is brought to you locally by the Arts & Business Council 

of Greater Philadelphia.

Business Volunteers for the Arts is sponsored by Mercer Human Resource Consulting. 
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Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

About The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

Businesses looking to promote their products and services will

find The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society® an effective partner in reaching the markets they

desire. From ladies golf tournaments to school-age children collecting spare change, the Society

hosts events for almost every demographic. 

The Society's mission is to cure leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin's disease and myeloma, and to

improve the quality of life of patients and their families. Locally, the Greater Delaware Valley

Division funds 25 researchers and supports over 5,000 patient families in the tri-state area.

Leukemia, Lymphoma & Myeloma Awareness Month and Light The Night® Walk September

marks the annual observance of Leukemia, Lymphoma & Myeloma Awareness Month, a time to

commemorate the estimated 712,000 patients in the U.S. currently battling blood cancers.

Businesses and individuals can honor those touched by cancer by participating in or sponsoring

the Society's Light The Night® Walk being held in 12 locations in eastern Pennsylvania, Delaware

and southern New Jersey this month and October. Participants carry flickering red and white

balloons along a two to three mile course with entertainment and refreshments at the finish. For

more information visit us at www.lightthenight.org.

Patient Services

The Society offers the most comprehensive array of services to patients and families touched by

blood cancers. The Society is committed to providing support and guidance to patients and the

health professionals who care for them.

In addition to disease information, the Society hosts free educational programs, support groups,

peer-to-peer counseling and patient financial aid to cover certain expenses during treatment. For

more information, visit www.lls.org .

Fundraising Events and Campaigns

Team In Trainin® ( www.teamintraining.org ) 

http://www.philachamber.com
http://www.lightthenight.org
http://www.lls.org
htp://www.lls.org
http://www.teamintraining.org
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Light The Night® Walk ( www.lightthenight.org ) 

School & Youth Programs® ( www.schoolandyouth.org ) 

Bridesmaids' Ball ( www.bridesmaidsball.org ) 

Helen Sigel Wilson Ladies Golf Classic

Man & Woman of the Year ( www.lls.org/epa/mw ) 

Divine 9 Open ( www.divine9open.org ) 

Legacy Gala ( www.lls.org/legacygala ) 

Contact Information 

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

#2 International Plaza, Suite 245

Philadelphia, PA 19113

(610) 521-8274 ext. 227

Fax: (610) 521-5162

HylandJ@LLS.org

www.lls.org/gdv
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Bethanna is a Christian-based nonprofit organization providing

support and social services to at-risk children and families of

all faiths and traditions. The mission of Bethanna is to provide

the highest quality system of care to children and families...to

ensure safety, restore emotional wellness and build family stability. In 2003, Bethanna provided

social services and mental and behavioral health services to over 1700 children and their families

in the greater Philadelphia area through our four offices in Philadelphia, Bucks and Lancaster

Counties.

Bethanna seeks corporate sponsors who identify with our mission and see our work with

vulnerable children as an extension of their own commitment to the community. To find out

more about Bethanna, or to receive a copy of our Annual Report, please call Kathryn Cosmas,

Director of Development at 215-355-6500, ext. 109.

Bethanna thanks Gilbane Building Company of Philadelphia and Analytical Graphics, Inc. of Exton

for their generous contributions.
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Targeting The Community In 2004

When Target opened its first stores in 1962, it was with a

strong commitment to support and empower the

communities its stores serve. Today, that 42-year tradition

is reflected in the Target grantmaking program, through which Target Stores and its parent

company, Target Corporation, give back more than $2 million each week across America in

education, the arts and social service programs.

Target Stores believes in the power of partnerships with leading cultural institutions to foster

creativity, promote learning and build stronger communities. Target is therefore proud to partner

with the Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce to offer the CulturePass. From September 2004 to

August 2005, members of the Chamber can use the CulturePass to receive discounts to more

than 60 arts and cultural organizations and select college and university art exhibits in the area.

In addition to the Philadelphia Chamber CulturePass, Target is a major sponsor of a broad range

of cultural initiatives in both the visual and performing arts. Recent cultural partnerships include

the five-year national touring exhibition Chicano , currently on view at the Museum of

Contemporary Art in San Diego and La Jolla, Calif.; Target Time Family Series at the Dallas

Children's Theater; Chihuly in the Garden, an exhibition of Dale Chihuly's glass works on display

in the lush setting of the Atlanta Botanical Garden; and sponsorship of free “First Saturdays” at

the Brooklyn Museum, “Free After Five” at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art and free

“Target Tuesdays” at the Asian Art Museum in San Francisco.

Like its cultural programs, the Target signature education and social service programs are

designed to inspire and enlighten children and families. These national initiatives include: Take

Charge of Education® , Ready. Sit. Read!, Start Something SM , Target House at St. Jude

Children's Research Hospital, Target Volunteers, and United Way.

Take Charge of Education® is a school fundraising program which allows Target®

Visa® and Guest Card® holders to designate up to 1 percent of their card purchases to

the K-12 school of their choice. Other Target education programs include scholarships for

http://www.philachamber.com
http://www.target.com
http://wwww.culturepass.org
http://wwww.culturepass.org
http://wwww.culturepass.org
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students and grants in the areas of arts and reading. Since the start of the Take Charge

of Education initiative in 1997, Target has given more than $100 million to further

education in the United States.

Ready. Sit. Read! is dedicated to fostering a life-long love of reading in children. The

program, signified by the Big Red Chair, focuses on children from birth to 9 years, and

was developed in partnership with the United States Department of Education.

Start SomethingSM is a partnership between Target Stores and the Tiger Woods

Foundation. Start Something helps kids ages 8-17 identify and achieve their dreams and

build a set of core values that will guide them throughout life. Over 2 million kids have

been touched by this character-building program. 

St. Jude Children's Research Hospital in Memphis, TN is one of the world's premiere

centers for research and treatment of catastrophic diseases in children. Target's support

of St. Jude includes Target House, a home away from home for patients and their

family who require at least 90 days of treatment at St. Jude. Target has raised $27

million for St. Jude and Target House.

Target Volunteers is Target Corporation's nationwide network of volunteers who

annually donate more than 350,000 hours to more than 6,500 community-based projects.

United Way is supported by Target locations nationwide. In 2003, Target team members

contributed more than $9.4 million.
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The Academy of Vocal Arts helps Pitcairn Financial Group Celebrate Opening of New

Main Line Office

The glorious sounds of a duet between penniless bohemians Rodolfo and Mimì wafted through…

no, not the streets of Paris's Latin Quarter, but the Radnor Hotel! On Wednesday, June 16, 2004,

young opera singers from The Academy of Vocal Arts sang excerpts from everyone's favorite

opera, La bohème, to help celebrate the opening of Pitcairn Financial Group's new Main Line office

adjacent to the Radnor Hotel.

“We were delighted that our friends from The Academy of Vocal Arts were able join us at our

opening reception. It was a special evening for our organization. I know our guests enjoyed the

entertaining performance of the two young and very talented singers,” says Alvin A. Clay III,

President and CEO of Pitcairn Financial Group.

Pitcairn will be the presenting sponsor for the 2004-2005 Main Line Opera Series.

As dedicated supporter of the arts, Pitcairn helps The Academy of Vocal Arts' resident artists to

perform fully-staged operas before a large audience at Haverford's Centennial Hall – a valuable

experience for singers-in-training who will someday go on to sing in venues many times that

size. Distinguished alumni of the Academy include Metropolitan Opera stars Ruth Ann Swenson,

James Morris, Indra Thomas, and many others.

For AVA's 70th season, opera lovers will enjoy Mozart's Così fan tutte , the seldom-heard 

L'amico Fritz by Mascagni, Tchaikovsky rarity Iolanta , “Jubilate! A Concert of Sacred Music,”

“BrAVA Philadelphia! A Concert ExtrAVAganza of Opera Stars,” and of course, the beloved La

bohème . This year performances will be held throughout the Philadelphia region, including the

Academy's Spruce Street location, Perelman Theater and Verizon Hall at the Kimmel Center,

Haverford School's Centennial Hall, and the Central Bucks East Auditorium.

To learn more about the benefits enjoyed by sponsors of The Academy of Vocal Arts, contact

Robert W. Lyon at (215) 735-1685 or visit www.avaopera.org. To learn more about Pitcairn

Financial Group, contact Matthew B. Rovi, Director of Marketing at (215) 881-6109 or visit

www.pitcairn.com. 
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Please join us in welcoming our New Members to the Chamber. New Members mean new

contacts, new member to member discounts, and possible new business. Be sure to check out

who joined this month* and every month and help support your fellow members.

Check out who joined this month!

Arrington Consulting, LLC

Arsenijevic Institute of Consciousness

Development

Art Sanctuary

CEI Printing Inc.

Cheryl Mobley & Associates

Concentra Medical Centers

Corporate Synergies, Inc.

Delaware Valley Financial Services, LLC (DVFS)

DLC Management

Domain Registration Services

Emerald Windows

Firstrust Bank

Frontier Airlines

Growden Theatre Company

H. Dean Publishing, LLC

Independent Lift Truck, Inc.

M, LLC

Mad River Bar & Grille

Manpower

Media Theatre For The Performing Arts

 Not Just Nurses

NutriSystem, Inc.

Organica Biotech Inc.

Orlind Construction Incorporated

Pramukh Krupa Real Estate Holding Co.

Risk & Insurance Management Society, Inc.

Roadhouse Inn

SEER Interactive

SOS Search Group, LLC

Sterling Autobody

Steve's Bug Off

Strategic Staffing Group, Inc.

Strategic Tax & Business Solutions, LLC

The Crayola Factory/National Canal Museum

Walter Beatty

Weir & Partners LLP

Wells Fargo Financial

WS Packaging Group, Inc.

WSFS Bank
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The Chamber has over 6,000 members representing every industry. Check out some of your

colleagues.

*Members are pulled on a monthly basis on the 15th of each month. If your company joined after

the 28th, you will be featured in next month’s issue.

**Featured members are selected by the GPCC News editorial staff.
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