
-- Welcome to the GPCC Online Newsletter -- http://gpccfiles:81/newsletter/archives/2004/08_04/default.asp

1 of 6 4/12/05 10:50 AM

Read this month's NEWS!

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

November 4 - Business After 

Hours 

November 12 - The 22nd Annual 

Small Business 

Excellence Awards

More >>

Welcome to the August 2004 Edition of GPCCNews.

Read this month's In Focus for a spotlight on GPCC Programs & Events. You will gain a keener

understanding of what, why and how our event calendar is organized to enhance your networking,

training and revenue options through membership. 

Inside this month's In The Know read about the latest Select Greater Philadelphia

developments. Also read about and register for the upcoming Mid-Atlantic Venture

Conference—deadline August 11 th . And, if you're a business owner looking to donate furniture or

equipment, read about the Arts & Business Council of Greater Philadelphia's Resource Bank.

In The Community features ABO Haven Inc. 's Early Learning & Childcare program as our

Community Member of the Month. In the Corporate Cares section, learn how local businesses 

are contributing to non-profit organizations in the area.

To find out who recently joined the Chamber, click on New Members. And, get the latest update

on the Chamber's public policy activities and initiatives in the Executive Summary.

Note: Let us know what you're reading. Using the navigation tabs at the top of your screen instead of the

back button lets us know what you're reading, so we can ultimately give you more of what you want.
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Advertise! Build more exposure for your company and drive hits to your website. Purchase ad space in the

NEW! Chamber Flash Box for month long exposure to GPCC News subscribers and website visitors. You can

potentially reach the 2,000 web visitors that link to this newsletter each month as well as the full Chamber

subscription list.

*Now available! Website Ads. Special discounts on multiple month & combination pages. Call 215-790-3665

for more details.

Submit an article! Do you have an interesting perspective from which to approach a new or well-known

business issue? Can you shed light on a controversial topic relating to your industry? Would you like to give

your fellow Chamber members a business tip that can save or earn them extra time and money? Submit an

article to be published in this newsletter to enhance your recognition and influence potential or existing

clients. 

Community Profiles. We would like to feature your community enrichment programs. Please tell us about a

community initiative with which your company is involved, and we may highlight your company’s contributions

as a philanthropic leader. Email bkahora@philachamber.com for details.

Host, Boast & Post! Promote a company achievement, event or sale at absolutely no cost to you. Just click on

the Bulletin Board & Member Discounts link on the Chamber’s website, enter your email address, company

code* and post immediately!!!

*If you do not have your company code but are registered in our system, your code will be emailed to you. If

your email address is not registered, contact ptoner@philachamber.com.
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We, in Greater Philadelphia, recognize that our region is unique because of its diversity, culture,

history, and cost of living, among our many outstanding assets. We must protect and enhance

these assets if we are to maintain a vibrant city and region.

When the city proposed cuts to the arts community, the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of

Commerce testified before Philadelphia City Council on the need for continued funding for the

arts, which represent an important business asset for our region. Once again, the Greater

Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce is voicing its concern for a regional asset that is lacking

necessary funding: Our public transit system.

The Chamber has joined forces with the Pennsylvania Public Transit Association to promote

SaveTransit, an initiative created to increase funding to public transportation systems throughout

the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania .

In addition to our own SEPTA, there are 69 public transit agencies across the state in desperate

need of a dedicated funding stream. The majority of these transit agencies are facing budget

deficits and too often, the cost of doing businesses is passed along to the commuter thereby

discouraging Pennsylvania citizens from using public transportation.

State Senator Stewart J. Greenleaf and Representative John Taylor have introduced legislation

that would provide public transit agencies with a permanent funding source. The Chamber is

urging its members to contact their State Senators to facilitate the passage of these bills. Visit

www.savetransit.com for detailed information on the proposed bills as well as contact

information for your elected officials.

As a crucial element of our regional economy, public transportation should be affordable and

accessible to Pennsylvania residents. Continuing to increase fares and/or cut service makes the

region and state less competitive and only serves to diminish our standing as a center for

business. 

<< Back

http://www.philachamber.com
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If We May…Toot Our Own Horn! 

Spotlight on GPCC Programs & Events 

Among the most prominent and defining characteristics of the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of

Commerce (Chamber) is the diverse catalog of programming, which features renowned keynotes,

panelists and lecturers; special engagements, themes and industry topics. With more than 150

annual gatherings hosted each year, what's even more amazing is the freshness and relevance of

the program calendar. And while these events serve our mission of keeping the membership

informed, they also serve you by providing a forum to network with other local professionals.

First, we have our Signature Events , which have accomplished the goal of branding the overall

purpose of the annual event calendar. Each year, thousands collectively attend the Annual 

Meeting, Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce Job Fair, Mayoral Luncheon,

Phillies Luncheon, Economic Forecast and our largest event, the Greater Philadelphia

Business Expo, at which companies exhibit and promote products and services, attend special

programs and of course capitalize on extraordinary networking opportunities. Annual themes are

assigned based on current events and marketplace activity. 

Through hosting and researching program themes, we often come to know the work and efforts

of outstanding businesses and professionals. Accordingly, Award Programs have become a major

facet of our annual calendar. Each year we present the William Penn Award , regarded as the

most prestigious business honor in the region, and the Paradigm Award Luncheon, which 

honors an enterprising female executive or entrepreneur from our region and awards $50K to a

charity of her choosing. Then we have the ostensible Small Business Excellence Awards, a

program that turns the spotlight on several areas of business with a total of nine (9) categories

including outstanding achievements in: manufacturing, non-profit, retail, technology and emerging

business of the year. 

Moving on, we focus on the issues of the day according to you, the member. By hosting cutting

edge events—often suggested by members—the Chamber offers you streamlined access to the

information every person in business, in our region ought to know.

Many formats and agenda are planned during the slower summer season, but we also allot time

http://www.philachamber.com
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to present programs that address late breaking business issues. One major program that

addresses this is Rethinking Philadelphia , presented in partnership with the Philadelphia Daily

News. Our staff organizes a panel of major players on the issue; the news offers an editorial

precursor on the discussion topics. This event has been a huge success for several years. Stay

alert and in the know to catch the next one.

A few key Topical programs from the 2003-2004 season: 

Economic Literacy featuring William Dunkelberg, Chief Economist of the

National Federation of Independent Business

Worker's Comp Seminar featuring Christopher Roak,

Managing Director, Marsh;

Eileen Wunsch, Chief Health Care Services Review, Dept. of Labor & Industry,

Commonwealth of PA 

How To Manage the Media In A Crisis featuring Kevin Feeley, President,

Bellevue Communications Group & Former Deputy Mayor to Mayor Edward G.

Rendell 

Offshore Outsourcing: Assessing the Risks and Rewards featuring 

Ernest Dianastasis, Managing Director , CAI 

A few key Event-Venues from the 2003-2004 season: 

Business After Hours: Chocolate the Exhibition

The Academy of Natural Sciences

Breakfast at the Kimmel Center 

The Kimmel Center 

The Impact of Government Policy on Business 

The Downtown Club

Business After Hours 

Pennsylvania Ballet 

Business Roundtables • Conferences • Forums • Galas • Golf Outings • Meetings • Ceremonies

• Breakfasts • Luncheons • YPN Events • Partner Events • Orientations • Executive Sessions •

Public Policy Receptions.

As the largest and most influential business advocate in the region, we invite you to join us, on

many occasions…Get involved. Get results.

Beep! Beep! 

New Events Coming in 2004-2005: 

County Breakfasts

Picnic in the Park 
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Rethinking Philadelphia 

State of the Region 

Speed Networking 

Visit www.philachamber.com/calendar frequently for a complete listing of upcoming events.
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For Your Information…

Governor's Awards for Export Excellence

The 2004 Export Excellence Awards will show the Commonwealth's appreciation

to those businesses that are going the extra mile to promote Pennsylvania on an

international scale. The awards honor Pennsylvania companies who produce,

manufacture or assemble a product or provide an exportable service from a

registered Pennsylvania business.

Join the celebration of export accomplishments by submitting the awards

application no later than August 20, 2004 .

Click here for more information and to submit your company's application.

New President

Dr. James Gallagher, President of Philadelphia University is the new chair of the

Regional Colleges and Universities Presidents' Council.

For the latest GPCC activities, partnerships and initiatives visit www.philachamber.com and click

on What's New.

<< Back
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Greater Philadelphia Venture Group Announces Open Call for Applications for the 2004

Mid-Atlantic Venture Conference

Early Acceptance Will Offer Many Benefits to Companies Seeking Venture Funding

The Greater Philadelphia Venture Group (GPVG), the region's leading private equity association, is

now accepting rolling applications for the 2004 Mid-Atlantic Venture Conference (MAVC).

Entrepreneurs and emerging or growth companies can apply now through August 11 at the MAVC

website, www.mavc.org . 

The largest and most prestigious private equity event on the East Coast, the 2004 MAVC will

take place on October 25, 26 & 27 at the Pennsylvania Convention Center , Philadelphia . This

year, the MAVC is looking for approximately 70 of the most promising technology and life

science companies seeking early- to later-stage funding. Once selected, they will be given the

invaluable opportunity to present their business plans to an international audience of over 320

investors.

"MAVC Featured Companies have raised over $2.0 Billion in the past five years. Any technology

or life science company seeking follow-on, expansion, and later-stage capital should view this as

golden opportunity to apply to be a Featured Company ," says Steve Crane, Philadelphia Emerging

& Growth Markets Practice Partner , Ernst & Young LLP, and Chairman of the 2004 MAVC. "The

market for private equity financing this year is extremely competitive so we highly encourage

companies in search of investments, from follow-on to pre-IPO, to participate in the 2004 MAVC

and take advantage of this premium exposure to the private equity community."

Applications will be reviewed by the Venture Conference's Selection Committee, which is

composed of top-level private equity investors from across the region. This group of highly

skilled professionals will ensure that the MAVC offers the best and brightest emerging and

growth companies. The final application deadline is Wednesday, August 11 at midnight .

For more information about the 2004 Mid-Atlantic Venture Conference, please visit

www.mavc.org or email info@mavc.org.

About MAVC

The Mid-Atlantic Venture Conference (MAVC), the largest and most prestigious private equity event on the

http://www.philachamber.com
http://www.mavc.org
mailto:info@mavc.org
http://www.mavc.org
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East Coast, will be held October 25, 26 & 27, 2004, at the Pennsylvania Convention Center , Philadelphia .

Throughout its 15-year history, the MAVC has prided itself on the quality of its audience, comprised of

premier private equity investors, Featured Companies, investment bankers, commercial lenders and service

providers. Attracting over 1,200 attendees, including 320 investors from across the country, the 2004 MAVC

expects to highlight 70 Featured Companies, representing the highest quality investment opportunities from

the Mid-Atlantic area and beyond.

As the MAVC's host, the Greater Philadelphia Venture Group (GPVG) reaches up to New England, down to the

Southeast, and out to the Midwest, to highlight the most promising emerging and growth companies, from

follow-on to pre-IPO investments. From 1998 to 2003, MAVC Featured Companies have raised over $ 2.0

Billion in early to later stage funding . Beyond the Featured Companies, the MAVC offers high value

networking opportunities and timely and topical programs, including dynamic speakers and lively panel

discussions. As always, the MAVC will feature robust technology and life sciences tracks, presenting exciting

companies in areas including IT, nanotechnology, telecommunications, medical devices, biotechnology, and

specialty pharmaceuticals, making the MAVC the private equity event not to be missed.

For additional information, please visit www.mavc.org.
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Overhauling the Office? Resources Bank makes it easy.

Shake off the sand… summer's soon coming to an end. As the workforce gets back to business,

it's a great time to reorganized, upgrade and embrace your giving spirit.

The Resources Bank, a program of the Arts & Business Council of Greater Philadelphia, can

provide your business with a cost-effective, time-efficient way to make a tax-deductible donation

of used office furniture, equipment, and supplies to arts and cultural organizations in need of

such items.

Leave it to us

It's simple – unlike any other moving day, you'll only need to lift a finger to contact the Council!

Go to our web site or call us at 215.790.3679 – we'll take details of your donation, add the

item(s) to our inventory, work to match your contribution with the requests from arts

organizations, oversee the logistics of transporting the donation, and follow up to make sure

you/your company receives the documentation needed for tax deductions.

You'll save the time and money by avoiding the hassle and cost of disposing of goods. Plus, you'll

be helping arts and cultural organizations that depend on this service.

We'll take it from “trash” to treasure! 

Resources Bank accepts:

Office furniture (there is always a need for lateral filing cabinets, shelves, and

office/guest/board chairs) 

Office equipment such as computers, printers, copy machines, etc. (some equipment

restrictions are in place) 

Office supplies ranging from your outdated letterhead paper to hanging file folders

Even home furnishings 

To date, the Council's Resources Bank has helped provide over a half-million dollars in donated

http://www.philachamber.com
http://www.artsandbusiness-phila.org/rb
http://www.artsandbusiness-phila.org
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material goods to arts organizations. So if your business is moving locations, undergoing

renovations, or just making room for new furnishings – contact Resources Bank now!

Resources Bank is generously sponsored by Sunoco.
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ABO Haven Inc.

High Quality Early Learning and Childcare

ABO Haven Inc. is a premier provider of education, training, and job readiness delivery systems

designed for socially challenged populations who may be unemployed or underemployed. The

organization has evolved from the core employment-training unit of a local community economic

development corporation to a model of nonprofit social enterprise supporting workforce

development in the Greater Philadelphia region.

Currently, the organization has embarked on an ambitious plan to service the region's workforce

by providing affordable, high quality early learning and childcare. Through the Nontraditional

Center for Early Learning and Child Care (CNELCC), the approach of ABO Haven, Inc. shall

employ a center-based, single point of service model designed to train providers for multiple

segments (center-based, group day care, and family day care) of the early learning and child care

industry. Located at 1010 Spring Garden – adjacent to Center City – the model shall increase

capacity in the Greater Philadelphia region for early learning and childcare through an improved

delivery system grounded in a “Family Support” philosophy.

Open 24 hours, the CNELCC plans to deliver a core body of knowledge and practices concerning

the child care industry for graduates of the program. Upon completion of the curriculum they will

have acquired competencies as administrators or practitioner for center-based, group day care,

and family day care. Membership will be available in the cooperative for a nominal monthly fee

providing benefits, continuing education, services, and support for members. Over time, the

CNELCC will build capacity and set new standards for affordable, quality early learning and

childcare in the Greater Philadelphia region.

For more information please visit www.abohaven.org.

<< Back

http://www.philachamber.com
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BJ Wholesale Club Adopts-A-School 

F. Amedee Bregy Elementary School students will be the first to reap the rewards of a yearlong

community partnership with the new BJ's Wholesale Club in Philadelphia on 2300 A Rear Oregon

Avenue . The F. Amedee Bregy School will participate in the company's nationally recognized

Adopt-A-School program throughout the 2004-05 school year. BJ's Adopt-A-School program is a

community outreach effort designed to support and enrich public school programs by providing

resources, fundraising opportunities, volunteer support and curriculum enhancements.

BJ's has also partnered with the community in other ways, including a fundraising campaign with

the St. Monica's Parish that raised $1,080 and the St. Richard's Parish raising $425, as well as

donations to the St. Anthony's Feast, Packer Park Civic Association and Rizzo Rink.

BJ's is a membership-only warehouse that provides brand name food and merchandise at low

wholesale prices to families and small businesses. For more information, log on to

http://www.bjs.com.
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Capital Enabling Charity 

Talson Solutions, LLC, a Philadelphia-based capital project consulting firm, is a proud sponsor the

Seweryn Bike Brigade. Steve Seweryn, Executive Director of Rebuilding Together Philadelphia

(“RTP”) and his two sons completed in July 2004 a cross-country trek from Astoria , OR to Sea

Isle City , NJ . The Seweryns are raising funds for the organization to continue its mission of

making essential repairs for low-income, elderly and disabled homeowners in Philadelphia . Talson

also sponsors many local and national organizations, such as the National Adoption Center .

Talson founded in 2001 by Robert S. Bright, assists private and public entities by conducting

construction audits and providing independent assessments of financial controls, budgets,

management teams and project risks.

Mr. Bright commenced his over ten year volunteer effort including the position of local affiliate

president with RTP while a graduate student at The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania .

Mr. Bright was recognized in March 2004 by President Bush for his volunteer efforts.

Please refer to www.talsonsolutions.com or call Robert Bright at 215-599-5573 for additional

information on Talson Solutions, LLC.

<< Back
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Please join us in welcoming our New Members to the Chamber. New Members mean new

contacts, new member 2 member discounts, and possible new business. Be sure to check out

who joined this month* and every month and help support your fellow members.

Check out who joined this month!

1812 Productions

Accounting Principals

American Commercial Lending, Inc.

Banyan Productions

Camden County Technical Schools

Canon Technology Solutions

Choral Arts Society of Philadelphia

D&L Typing Services, Inc.

DCR Environmental Services, Inc.

Diversified Acquiring Solutions

Dolls Color and Magic

Ehmke Manufacturing Co., Inc.

Empire Capital & Consulting Corporation

GFO Consulting LLC

Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce

Heritage Conservancy

Home Services Depot

James A. Michener Art Museum

Jenny Craig Weight Loss Center

Korman Residential International City Mews

Law Office of Susan Kamenitz, LLC

Liberty Tax Services

Majestic Images Photography

MEDecision, Inc.

National Cinema Network

Panache Photos

 Payroll Data Systems

PeopleMetrics 

Pure Design Florist

R.E.D.D KING Records

Recycle Bank, LLC

Ricochet Inc.

Rink Consulting

Rolland Investment, Inc.

Sam's Grill

Seligsohn Soens Hess

Severn Trent Services

Ship to Shore Drug & Alcohol Testing Services

Shire Pharmaceuticals Group plc

Smith & Solomon Driver Training School & PDR

SMS Rail Lines

Staples, Inc.

Synetics Media Group LLC/dba Industry 

Magazine

Tactix Real Estate Advisors LLC

The America-Israel Chamber of Commerce

Thomas Technology Solutions Inc.

Upstage Right Productions Inc.

Wheaton Village

Winterthur, An American Country Estate

World Link Industry Management LLC
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The Chamber has over 6,000 members representing every industry. Check out some of your

colleagues.

*Members are pulled on a monthly basis on the 15th of each month. If your company joined after

the 28th, you will be featured in next month’s issue.

**Featured members are selected by the GPCC News editorial staff.
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