
I L L U S I O N

october 24-28

THE PREMIERE INTERNATIONAL STUDENT FASHION COMPETITION



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Drexel University to host the International Arts of Fashion 
Foundation Symposium and Design competition – oct 24-28, 2009

Student Designers from 21 countries to spend five days in Philadelphia 
culminating with Fashion Shows at the Philadelphia Museum of Art.

PHILADeLPHIA– This year’s Arts of Fashion, a five-day global fashion event combining an 
exhibition, lectures, master classes, film screenings that culminates with Fashion Shows at  the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art (PMA), will be hosted by Drexel University’s Department of Fashion 
and Design & Merchandising of the Westphal College of Media Arts & Design on Drexel’s 
main campus. Arts of Fashion is considered the premier international university-level fashion 
competition. 

This year selected students from 21 countries and top fashion designers and industry 
professionals will attend. The Fashion Shows will feature innovative and experimental student 
designs along with the creations of promising young designers from the USA (Amy Sarabi, 
Julianne Thibodeaux and Chelsea Snyder) and from countries around the world presented in 
PMA’s great stair hall.  Working designers who participate in the Arts of Fashion Master Class 
series (Gaspard Yurkievich - Paris) and (Christian Wijnants - Antwerp) will also be featured in the 
Fashion Shows. 

The Fashion Student Competition Show presents the work of students selected by a panel of 
fashion professors. The theme for this year’s Arts of Fashion is “Illusion”. The symposium will 
take place from October 24 through October 28, 2009 with Fashion Shows at the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art on Wednesday, October 28 from 8:00 – 10:30 p.m. Ticket and event information 
can be found at: www.arts-of-fashion.org

A panel of fashion experts and professors was in Los Angeles on May 29 and 30 to select 
more than 50 finalists who will compete in the competition during the annual Arts of Fashion 
Symposium.  These finalists, from more than 90 design schools, submitted a capstone collection 
of three sketches that were selected for competition.  Three of the finalists selected are from 
Drexel University.  The winning student designers will be awarded scholarships and some will be 
afforded future opportunities to work with top international fashion designers.  

In 2005, The Arts of Fashion competition grand prize was won by Megan Stein.  At the time, Stein 
was a graduate student in the Fashion Design program at Drexel and her win marked the first 
time a United States representative won the grand prize at Arts of Fashion.  Stein now designs 
clothing for Anthropologie’s luxe line, Leifsdottir with her recent work debuting at Nordstrom’s. 
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In 2007, The Arts of Fashion competition’s Jean-Charles de Castelbajac Award was won by 
Drexel graduate student Jaeyoon Yeong from Korea who recently opened his own store, carrying 
his collection in New York City.

Drexel‘s campus will be transformed into a veritable fashion epicenter as lectures, exhibition, 
show rooms and master classes will be held in numerous campus locations.  Master classes will 
be taught by noted teachers and designers of womenswear and menswear, couture, accessories, 
textiles and design. Faculty for master classes include Tony Delcampe, Christian Wijnants, 
Gaspard Yurkievitch, Hermann Fankhauser, Laurent Edmond, Billie Mertens, Anthony Vaccarello, 
Arnaud Michaux, Aurore Thibout and Laurence Teillet

The Debut and CarteBlanche series showcase fashion by promising designers whose collections 
will be seen by industry buyers at walk-throughs and trunk shows that will happen at Drexel 
during Arts of Fashion. 

Drexel’s Leonard Pearlstein Gallery will feature an exhibition of work by Aurore Thibout, a 
French artist, designer and performer whose work has been presented extensively in Europe. 
Her exhibitions include 2002’s Frozen in Paris, France; 2007’s RRRIPP in Athens, Greece; and 
2008’s Memory Clothes in Karlsruhe, Germany. Her work was also awarded at the 2006 Hyéres 
Fashion and Photography Festival, an international Fashion and Photography exhibition that 
features the work of ten fashion designers and ten photographers.  The gallery is located on the 
first floor of Drexel’s Nesbitt Hall (3215 Market St.).  The exhibition will run Monday, October 
26 through Friday, November 20 with an opening reception Saturday, October 24, 6 – 8 p.m.

Arts of Fashion will be held at locations throughout Drexel University’s Main Campus.  For a 
full list of events and locations refer to the schedule of events attached to this document.  For 
general and ticket information visit: www.arts-of-fashion.org. For information regarding the host 
university, Drexel’s Westphal College of Media Arts & Design, visit www.drexel.edu/westphal or 
call 215-895-1029.

MASter cLASSeS

The Master Classes will be held, Saturday, October 24 –Tuesday, October 27
All are from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. and will be held on the 6th Floor of Drexel University’s 
Nesbitt Hall (3215 Market St.)

The following Master Classes are offered:

Womenswear - Directed by Tony Delcampe and Christian Wijnants

Menswear - Directed by Gaspard Yurkievitch and Hermann Fankhauser 

Couture - Directed by Laurent Edmond and Billie Mertens

Accessories - Directed by Anthony Vaccarello and Arnaud Michaux

Textile - Directed by Aurore Thibout and Laurence Teillet

Registration and ticket information can be found at:  www.artsoffashion.org
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ScHeDULe oF eVeNtS
(continued)

Saturday, October 24 through Wednesday, October 28

6 p.m. – 8 p.m.: Fashion Exhibition Opening Reception, Nesbitt Hall, 33rd & Market Sts. 

Monday, October 26

1p.m. – 6 p.m.: Show Room Series (Professionals & Press)
    
8 p.m. – 10 p.m.: Students & Faculty Welcome Reception

Tuesday, October 27

9 a.m. – noon: Arts of Fashion Jury Working Session & Arts of Fashion Competition, Paul       
Peck Alumni Center, 32nd & Market Sts.

1p.m. – 6 p.m.: Show Room Series (Professionals & Press) – Rankin Room, Fifth floor Nesbitt Hall

1 p.m. – 6 p.m.: Fashion.Edu Series (Fashion Schools and Universities), Edmund D. Bossone  
Research Enterprise Center, Mitchell Auditorium, 3128 Market St.

6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.: Opening Reception, Paul Peck Alumni Center, 32nd & Market Sts.

9 p.m. – 11p.m.: Cine Tolie Series (Movie Screening), Edmund D. Bossone Research Center 
Auditorium, Mitchell Auditorium 3128 Market St.

11 p.m. – 2 a.m.: After Movie Party, World Café Live, 3025 Walnut St.

Wednesday, October 28

11a.m. – 4 p.m.: Tandem Series (Seminars & Lectures on Copyright & Fashion PR and Media 
Fashion-Fashion Business, Bossone Center Auditorium, 3128 Market St.

8 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.: Fashion Show and Awards Ceremony, Philadelphia Museum of Art, Great 
Stair Hall, 2600 Benjamin Franklin Parkway

11p.m. – 2 a.m.: After Show Party, Waterworks Restaurant, 1 Boathouse Row
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More about the Westphal college and its Departments

The Antoinette Westphal College of Media Arts & Design offers thirteen undergraduate and five 
graduate programs in design, media and the performing arts. 

Our undergraduate and graduate Fashion Design programs are nationally recognized. The rigor-
ous curriculum consists of a unique six-month Co-op experience that complements coursework 
in conceptual design, presentation skills, CAD, and manufacturing procedures. Students conclude 
their senior year with the presentation of their collections in the Drexel Fashion Show, an im-
pressive event featuring professional models that attracts an audience of 1500.

Our Design & Merchandising program prepares students for the challenges of the businesses of 
design. Students learn to create and merchandise fashion and design products, and also obtain 
practical knowledge in the areas of marketing, promotion, production and distribution.  Each year 
students create D&M, a four-color glossy magazine that rivals professionally produced publica-
tions. Students also produce the annual Drexel Fashion Show. 

 Arts of Fashion Foundation
 
The Arts of Fashion Foundation is a 501(c) (3), public, non-profit organization, based in San Fran-
cisco linking both academics and professionals alike and is dedicated in fostering international 
cultural exchange through the creation of a variety of educational events meant to facilitate criti-
cal thinking among artists, designers, scholars and students. The primary focus of the foundation 
is the continuous support of creativity and design in fashion and the arts linked to it. 

The debates and seminars such as the Tandem and Fashion.edu Series, the exhibitions of young 
rising talents such as the CarteBlanche and Debut Series and the International Arts of Fashion 
Student Competition, Masterclass Series and Summer programs are all vehicles of promoting 
avant-garde and progressive cultural movements. The Arts of Fashion Foundation future goal is to 
raise scholarships funds for students, visiting professionals and scholars from all over the world.

contact 

Zeek Weil, Director communications & events
email: zw36@drexel.edu 
phone: 215-895-2629

Niki Gianakaris, Director Media bureau
email: ng38@drexel.edu  
phone: 215-895-6741

www.drexel.edu/arts-of-fashion
5


